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PREFACE. 



A FEW words may be necessary with reference to 
the object of this little Book. It is devotional, 
and in no degree controversial, my design 
being to adhere closely to the teaching of the 
Prayer Book ; and if in any way I may appear 
to have gone beyond that teaching, by assuming 
as truth what is not therein explicitly laid down, 
this is simply done in accordance, as I believe, 
with the authority which the Church acknow- 
ledges, namely, that of Catholic antiquity \ As 
to the colloquial form here adopted, I can only 
say that I should scarcely have ventured to in- 

1 It was expresdy declared in the Convocation held 1571, 
that the consent of the Catholic Fathers was to he considered 
as the rale for the exposition of Scripture. This, however, 
was not new, as it was held hy the first Beformers; hut it 
was specially hrought forward at this time, when a new 
edition of the Articles had been printed under the direction 
of Bishop Jewel. 

A 2 
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troduce the Divine Persons as interlocutors, but 
for the example, however distantly followed, of 
^^ The Imitation of Christ/' The universal re- 
ception that wonderfiil book has met with seems 
to attach to it an authority only short of in- 
spiration. And now, towards the close of a 
long life, I would venture to ask, whether of 
" the labour and sorrow '^ allotted to declining 
years, the one may not be relieved, and the 
other at least mitigated, by reposing, in child- 
like confidence, within the arms of everlasting 
Mercy? Physical infirmity will, of course, 
increase, strength decline, discomforts and un- 
easinesses bodily, it may be mental, supervene ; 
beloved ones fall around, and blanks be left, 
over which the heart mourns, — yet God's face is 
not hid; hope and trust may produce a tem- 
pered cheerfulness, a mild sunshine enlighten 
our decline; and as we near the haven, the 
spirit may look forward with something of that 
complacency the poet describes : — 

'* And when at length my wearied eyes I close. 
Lit up by Thee a purer radiance glows ; 
And hope and faith beyond the tomb display 
The opening glories of eternal day." 

(Translated from " L'Immortalite " of La Martinc. 



yGoogk 



CONTENTS. 



CHAPTER I. 

FAOB 

"My son, attend to My words; incline thine ear umto 
My sayings."— iVoc. iv. 20 1 



CHAPTER II. 

' Come unto Me, all that laboar and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest." — Matt, xi. 28 .... 



CHAPTER III. 

•' My yoke is easy, and My hurden is light." — Malt. 
xi. 30 12 



CHAPTER IV. 

' Her ways arc ways of pleasantncbs, and all her patlis 
arc peace." — Prov. iii. 17 20 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CONTENTS 



CHAPTER V. 

PAGE 
" If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross daily, and follow Me." — Luke 
ix. 23 26 



CHAPTER VI. 

' This is a fidthful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners."—! Tim, i. 15 ....*...... 38 



CHAPTER VII. 

"For I have received of the Lord that which also I 
delivered unto you. That the Lord Jesus the same 
night in which He was betrayed took bread: and 
when He had given thanks. He brake it, and said. 
Take, eat : this is My Body, which is broken for you : 
this do in remembrance of Me. After the same 
manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, 
saying. This cup is the New Testament in My Blood : 
this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of 
Me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink 
this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He 
come."— 1 Cor, xi. 23—26 50 



CHAPTER VIII. 

" Whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of 
the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the Body 
and Blood of the Lord. But let a man examine 
himself, and so let him cat of that bread, and drink 



yGoogk 



CONTENTS. 



PAGE 

of that cup. For he that eateth and drinketh un- 
worthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himBelf, 
not discerning the Lord's Body. For this cause 
many are weak and sickly among you, and many 
sleep. For if we would judge ourselves, we should 
nothejudged."— 1 Cor. xi. 27— 81 08 



CHAPTER IX. 

' Examine me, O Lord, and prove me ; try out my reins 
and my heart."— P*. xxvi. 2 83 



CHAPTER X. 

" Cease, my son, to hear the instruction which causeth 
to err from the words of knowledge." — Prov. xix. 27. 92 



CHAPTER XI. 

"And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you 
another Comforter, that He may abide mth you for 
ever ; even the Spirit of Truth."— JbAi* xiv. 16 . . 103 



CHAPTER XII. 

* For the hour is coming, in the which aU that are in the 
graves shall hear His voice, and shaU come forth ; 
they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life ; 
and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of 
damnation.''-— «7b^ v. 28, 29 113 



yGoogk 



CONTENTS, 



CHAPTER XIII. 

PAOE 

' And He spake to them a parable ; Behold the fig tree, 
and all the trees ; when they now shoot forth, ye see 
and know of your own selves that summer is now 
nigh at hand. So likewise ye, when ye see these 
things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of 
God is nigh at hand."— i«*c xxi. 29—81 .... 129 



CHAPTER XIV. 

"Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil ; for Thou art with me ; Thy 
rod and Thy staff comfort me."— P*. xxiii. 8 . . .135 



yGoogk 



CHAPTER I. 



*• My son, attend to Mt words ; incline thine eab 
UNTO My sattings." — Prav. iv. 20. 



The Voice of the Holy One. 

A S thy day is fast declining, and thy night 
-*^ drawing near, though I have never been far 
from thee, My son, it is nevertheless meet that 
thou shouldst come into closer communion with 
Me, that thy soul may draw afresh from the 
source of living waters which I have so freely 
opened. Thou shouldst pause, therefore, in thy 
pilgrimage, to see how far thy feet are walking 
in the right path. For this purpose I now 
desire to enter into special converse with thee, 
not in My own Person, but through one whom 
I have duly accredited, who in these com- 
munings may put such points of instruction 
before thee as thou mayest seem most to need, 
and who will listen, and reply to such questions as 
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may be fitting for thee to make and for him to 

answer. 

TiJE Disciple. 

I am. Lord, a man of unclean lips ; how then 
can I venture to enter into converse with Thee, 
as one speaketh with his friend, even through 
the medium of another ? More fitting it would 
be for me to bow down in silence, and listen to 
the instructor with awe and trembling. 

The Voice op the Holy One. 

I have communed with others before. My son, 
us I now desire to commune with thee. Be not, 
therefore, dismayed ; but draw near to him whom 
I have commissioned to speak to thee, that thou 
may est find comfort in thy trouble, and strength 
in thine infirmity. 

The Disciple. 

I have no desire. Lord, to search into what 
Thou hast not revealed; but the path is at times 
dark and intricate, and to have some one who. 
may guide me along it would preserve me safe. 

The Voice of the Holy One. 
Thou art right in not desiring to pry into 
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mysteries^ since all has been disclosed which is 
fitting for thee to know in thy present imperfect 
state. My inspired Word, with the conduct 
and direction of that portion of the Church of 
which I have made thee a member^ is sufficient 
to lead to all such knowledge as is needful 
for thee. Here, then, thou must be content. 
Sut as thou mayest find perplexities and hin^ 
drances in the way. My messenger will lead 
securely if thou listen to his voice. 

The Disciple. 

I know Thee, Lord, to be the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life ^ What I require is, to have my 
course made plain, that no false lights mislead, 
nor empty shadows deceive ; and while my eyes 
are enlightened, that my heart be strengthened. 
I desire, therefore, to resign myself without re- 
serve to such teaching as Thou, in Thy wisdom, 
seest fit to afford me. 

The Voice op the Holy One. 

To clear up all difficulties, and preserve from 
all hindrances, I do not promise; for the Chris- 
tian's must ever be a life of conflict. But if 

* John xiv. 6. 
B 2 
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thou firmly put thy trust in Me, hold fast by 
My hand, obey the instruction afforded, turning 
neither to the right hand nor to the left, but 
walk straightforward in the path pointed out, 
whatever perplexities thou mayest encounter, 
thy footsteps will not greatly err, and thou 
shalt eventually reach that bourn where all 
labour will be over, and all trouble cease. 
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CHAPTER II. 

"Comb unto Mb, all that laboitb and abb hbayt 

LADBN, AND I WILL GIYB YOU BBST." — Matt zi. 28. 

The Disciple. 

npHESE gracious words are addressed by our 
-■- Blessed Lord to all that labour and are 
heavy laden ; and to whom are they more appro- 
priate than to me? Labour is my allotted 
portion from morning to evening, yea, even 
throuffh the night watches I am not free. 

The Master. 

Even so. Labour is thy birthright. Thy 
forefather Adam,. before his fall, was put into 
the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it\ 
How much more, then, when the ground be- 
came cursed, bringing forth thorns and thistles 
to himself and his descendants ? 
» Gen. ii. 15. 
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The Disciple. 

True, my master; yet it is not labour, 
whether of body or mind, that chiefly weighs 
me down. Earthly toil may weary and exhaust, 
but is there not something more than this when 
our Blessed Saviour invites the heavy laden to 
come to Him ? 

The Mastbe* 

It is well when thou canst rightly see in 
what thy labour chiefly consists. When thou 
knowest with what thou art heavily laden, then, 
indeed, canst thou come to Him for rest. 

The Disciple. 

It is sin that does so grieviously weigh me 
down. When my soul would aspire upward, it 
is tied to earth; when my better will would 
desire to conform to the will of God, there is a 
lower and corrupt will which withstands its 
workings. Though regenerated in the waters 
of Baptism, and " I delight in the law of God 
after the inward man, I see another law in my 
members warring against the law of my mind,^' 
and I am led in weariness to exclaim, '^ O 
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wretched man that I am ! who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death » V* 

The Master. 

It itj to such the invitation is specially ad- 
dressed^ " Come unto Me, and I will give you 
rest/' 

The Disciple* 

But how am I to come ? I would obey the 
summons, but how can one so weak, so corrupt, 
so borne down by iniquity, approach Him into 
whose presence nothing defiled can enter ? 

The Mastbe. 

It is because thou understandest not the call 
aright that thou hesitatest to obey. He ''is 
meek and lowly in heart ;^' dost not thou desire 
to be meek and lowly also ? Wouldst not thou 
be pure even as He is pure ? Would our 
Saviour and Redeemer have come into the 
world to save sinners if He had not desired to 
draw sinners to Himself? Would He have died 
upon the Cross if He had not purposed to bring 
the labouring and heavy laden like thee to its 
foot ? Come closer to Him, and thou wilt per- 
» Rom. vii. 22—24. 
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ceive that the call has not been made to thee in 

vain. 

The Disciple. 

I know that He hath said, " Him that cometh 
to Me I will in no wise east out '/' Bnt how 
am I to come ? I was made a son of God in 
Baptism, but since then, from my youth up 
even till now, I have been disobedient to His 
voice. And though I have not wandered so 
far as the prodigal in the parable, my footsteps 
have too often gone out of the way, and I have 
sought to slake my thirst at broken cisterns, 
rather than seek the waters of life. 

The Mastee. 

But these waters of life have been never 
closed to thee, and are yet open if thou desire 
to drink of them. 

The Disciple. 

I know these fountains are not sealed. God 
hath said by the mouth of His prophet, " Ho, 
every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, 
and he that hath no money*.'' He knoweth 
that I have nothing to offer ; and ^^ as the hart 
> Johu vi. 37. * Isa. Iv. 1. 
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panteth after the water brooks^ so panteth my 
soul after Thee, O God*/' But, like Lot's 
wife, my eyes will still turn wistfully back, 
even though my steps may be following the 
straight path. 

' The Master. 

Here is thy fault. Thou wouldst fain serve 
two masters; thou hast been expressly taught 
that this is impossible. 

The Disciple. 

It is impossible ; I know, I feel it to be so. 
And it is thus when Thou, O Blessed Saviour, 
invitest me to come unto Thee, I would earnestly 
desire help knd guidance. 

The Mastee. 

Help is ever re^idy when earnestly and sin- 
cerely sought, both in answer to prayer and by 
diligent search of God's revealed Word. What 
thou mayest fiirther require I will, by Divine 
direction, put before thee as far as one, myself 
liable to error, may be permitted to do so. 

« Ps. xlu. 1. 
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The Disciple. 

Speak^ Lord^ thiongh the moath of this Thy 
servant. Enlighten mine eyes that I may 
clearly see^ and touch my heart that I may 
truly feel, the precepts Thou wilt thus gpra- 
cipusly unfold. Oh, that Thou wouldst say to 
my soul, as Thou once did to the troubled 
waters, '' Peace, be still • ^ 

The Master. 

Thou hast said^ that thou hast a divided will, 

''A double-minded man is unstable in all his 

ways ' !^ So wilt thou continue to be till thou 

hast decided whom thou wilt serve, God or 

Mammon. 

The Disciplb. 

It is not that I doubt whose service I would 
follow. My heart desires in all sincerity to 
obey God's holy will, yet so strong is the 
stream against which I strive, so attractive the 
influences, so vivid the illusions the world pre- 
sents, that mine eyes are dazzled, as it were, by 
a mirage, and the rock of salvation seems to 
recede like a shadow before me. 

« Mark iv. 89. ^ James i. 8. 
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The Master. 

Thy Slessed Saviour knoweth thy infirmities 
better than thou knowest them thyself^ and 
''though a woman may forget her sucking 
child*, yet will He never forget thee/' He 
can, however, but exhort. He doth not compel. 
He may guide, but thou must yield thyself freely 
to His direction. He can and will plead for 
thee, but the act of self-resignation must be 
thine own. Give Him thy heart free and un- 
divided, and then thou wilt listen to His call ; 
then wilt thou come in confidence to Him \ and 
however thou mayest labour and be heavily 
laden, thou wilt find rest for thy soul. 

• Isa. xlix. 15. 
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**My yoke is easy, and My bubden is light." 
Matt :d. 00. 



The Master. 

npHESE words were uttered by our Blessed 
-■- Lord to encourage, not to make thee 
presumptuous. It must depend upon thyself 
how far thou canst appropriate them. 

The DisciiPLE. 

There were saints of old, and there are, 
doubtless, thousands still, whose life has been a 
continued course of obedience, and though 
spots there be and blemishes, for even "the 
heavens are not clean in His sight ^/^ they do 
but cast a thin shade between the radiance of 
the Sun of Righteousness and its reflection by 

» Job XV. 15. 
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them. Their shoulders were, for the most part, 
fitted early to the yoke which they have ever 
borne with ease, if not with comfort. The burden 
was to them light, because there was little or no 
resistance, and His rod and staff supported them 
along whatever path they were called upon to 
walk. But such cannot apply to me. From 
want of habit to bear it, I feel the yoke op- 
pressive, and the burden seems but to add to the 
weight of that with which I am so heavily 
laden. 

The Mastbe. 

It may be so at first, but it will not be so 
always, if thou in earnest set thyself to the 
task. 

The Disciple. 

Teach me, O Lord, the way of Thy command- 
ments, and give me grace faithfully to fulfil the 
same. Then will my neck become habituated 
to the yoke, and my shoulders strengthened to 
bear the burden. 

The Master. 

Yes, His grace will not be deficient if thou 
wilt in all sincerity ask it, and His ways will 
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open before thine eyes as thou diligently pur- 
suest them. 

The Disciple. 

I know that of myself I can do nothing, and 
that our Blessed Lord hath graciously said, 
^ Seek, and thou shalt find ; knock, and it shall 
be opened unto you '.'' But I am '^ sore let and 
hindered in running the race that is set before 
me,'' and am unable, without further help, to 
ask, much less to act, aright. As yet the bur- 
den is too heavy for me to bear without almost 
sinking under its weight. 

The Master. 

Thou hast said before that thou wast re- 
generated at thy Baptism. Thou then becamest 
'^ A member of Christ, a child of God, and an 
inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven '.'' Nor 
wast thou left to struggle alone amid the waves 
of this troublesome world. The Holy Spirit 
was given as thine inmate ; and however careless 
thou mayest have been, He has never left thee, 
nor will He leave thee till by continued and 
obstinate neglect thou rejectest Him. '^ Make 

3 Matt. vii. 7. ' Chorcb Catechism. 
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me a clean. hearty God; and renew a right 
spirit within me ^" This must be thy constant 
prayer. ''My son, give Me thine heart*/' 
Such is God's gracious invitation, and until 
thou canst comply with it thy labour will be 
but lost. 

The Disciple. 

In the Catechism I am taught to fear and 
love God "with all my heart, with all my 
mind, with all my soul, and with all my 
strength.^' But does this imply an exclusive 
love ? I am directed in Holy Scripture to set 
my affection on things above, not on things on 
the earth *. This might almost seem that I am 
to hold myself aloof from all social ties, an alien 
from aU earthly connexions. And yet I cannot 
think that it is so intended. 

The Master. 

There have been those in all ages of the 
Church who were called by a special vocation. 
Not a few who, vexed and wearied by the world, 
have retired to a life of seclusion, in order to 
give themselves exclusively to God. Others 

* Pg. li. 10. » ProT. xxiii. 26. • Col. iii. 2. 
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again, under the peculiar influence of the Spirit, 
have, from their youth up, withdrawn from 
ordinary business and occupations to devote 
themselves to works of charity. But the ways 
to heaven are divers ; some more direct, some, 
it may be, more circuitous. In the second 
Table of the Decalogue thou art directed ''to 
love thy neighbour as thyself/' and St. John 
says, '' This commandment have we from Him, 
that he who loveth God, love his brother also'.'' 
It is clear, then, that the love of God must be 
diflUsive, extending from the Creator to the 
creature. For His Providence still watches 
over the world which He made, and the divers 
orders of men are placed by Divine appoint- 
ment in their several stations to carry out His 
work. In doing this thou hast thine own 
place. Thy lot is laid among thy fellow-men 
to perform the duties of active and social life. 
Nor is thy task an easy one. The prize set 
before thee is not to be attained but by great 
and continuous exertion; while the trials and 
temptations thou encounterest are purposely 
sent to test thy powers and strengthen thee for 
the conflict. And if thou stumble and fall, 

I 1 Jobn iv. 21. 
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there is a hand ever ready to raise and support^ 
till at the end temptation and trial become the 
means by which thou wilt obtain the victory. 
Temptations ever vary in nature and degree, 
and trials are adapted to dispositions and cir- 
cumstances. Still each condition of life must 
pass through the refiner's fire to temper it for 
its use in the Divine armoury. Hence the 
direction to set your affection on things above, 
not on things of the earth. The conflict 
is on earth, the prize is in heaven; and if, 
while engaged in the strife, you do not fix your 
thoughts and desires on the great object for 
which you are contending, that object will 
never be gained. But while warned against 
setting your affections on things of the 
earth, thou hast no commandment against 
giving them in their degree to human objects, 
or forming and fostering social ties. When 
man was created after the image of God, love 
was a portion of the Divine nature implanted 
by the Creator. And this principle, though 
debased and corrupted at the fall, still survives, 
to be restored to its original brightness at the 
second creation. The Triune God is the pri- 
mary object of man's love, the Creator, the 

c 
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Redeemer, and the Sanctifier^ but this love is 
fostered and matured for its full and perfect 
development by passing through the medium of 
human affections. '^ Beloved/' says the Apostle 
quoted above, " let us love one another : for love 
is of God ; and every one that loveth is bom of 
God, and knoweth God •/' Charity, we are told, 
is greater than faith and hope, but charity must 
have its object on which to work. Hence the 
progressive diffusion of love through the whole 
social system of man. First commensurate 
with our race, a general sjonpathy and bene- 
volence. Then its more concentrated develop- 
ment through the various gradations of kindred, 
till it reaches its climax in the closest ties of 
affinity, and becomes sublimated for its perfection 
in a future state of existence. 

The Disciple. 

I can understand how the progress of human 
love prepares and fits for the exercise of divine. 
But how to fix my affections on an object so 
infinitely removed beyond my comprehension, 
here is my diflSculty. I can worship, fear, and 
trust an ubiquitous, omniscient, and omnipotent 

• 1 John iv. 7. 
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Spirit; I can admire His goodness^ and be 
grateful for His mercies ; but when commanded 
to love an incorporeal Essence^ such as God is 
represented to be, I feel perplexed at the idea. 

The Mastea^ 
But this difficulty may be met^ and thy per- 
plexity removed^ when thou rememberest that 
it is not an incorporeal God^ but God incarnate^ 
Who, as Man, lived, suffered, and died for thee, 
and Who loves thee with a love far beyond what 
thou canst ever return. Thou mayest love the 
Gkxlhead of the Father through the Manhood of 
the Son, and in proportion as this love soars 
above all human affections, as to its ultimate 
object, wilt thou be fitted for thy change to a 
higher state of existence. This love may vary 
in degree and fervour according to varying tem- 
peraments and circumstances, but it must exist 
as an active and prevailing principle. Thou 
canst labour for objects near and dear to thee 
on earth, and take pleasure in thy toil ; serve 
God with a like willingness, and thou wilt find 
the yoke easy and the burden light. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



" Heb ways abb ways of pleasantness, and all 

HBB PATHS ABE PEACE." — FvOV, iii. 17. 



The Disciple. 

VES, my Master, I know that those who 
-*- walk stedfastly in the paths of true 
religion are supported and comforted by Divine 
Grace, but surely the servants of God have 
griefs of their own ; nor do I see how it can be 
said that '^ her ways are ways of pleasantness, 
and all her paths are peace,^^ amid the sorrows 
and troubles with which they are surrounded. 

The Masteb. 

Our Blessed Lord warned those who would 

be His disciples, "Think not that I am come 

to send peace on earth : I came not to send 

peace, but a sword \^^ Again, He says, "In 

1 Matt. X. 37. 
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the world ye shall have tribulation/^ But 
mark the conclusion^ " Be of good cheer, I 
have overcome the world '/' 

The Disciple. 

I doubt not the victory that our Saviour and 
Redeemer gained over sin and death, but still I 
would humbly ask instruction as to how these 
two statements can be reconciled. If our path 
is one of tribulation, how can it be pleasant? 
if a scene of conflict, how can it be peace ? 

The Masteu. 

Thou seest how in Scripture seeming para- 
doxes are often used in order effectually to show 
forth the doctrine inculcated in a striking and 
forcible manner. It is thus the attention is 
more deeply engaged when called upon to 
examine and compare passage with passage, 
while truth stands against truth in apparent 
opposition. 

The Disciple. 

But there can be no contradiction in the 
inspired Word : and I am only now desirous to 

^ John xvi. 33. 



yGoogk 



SPIRITUAL COMMUNINGS. 



comprehend how statements which seem so 
diverse can be made to agree. 

The Master. 

These statements can, and will be reconciled 
when duly weighed and understood. Take a 
case of common life. A man is engaged in a 
course of turmoil, of strife and anxiety, in the 
incessant wear and tear of his public occupa* 
tion ; but he returns to a home of comfort and 
peace. So in a far greater degree is the ordi- 
nary course of him who devotes himself to God. 
The Church will . ever be, while on earth, in a 
militant state. Not merely does the enemy 
from without never cease in his attacks, but 
there will be doubt, division, and disquietude 
even within the fold. Men, faithful at heart, 
will yet be desirous to pry into matters not 
distinctly revealed, and dogmatic truths will 
present themselves to various minds under 
various aspects. Did this lead to mutual for- 
bearance, and to greater exercise of Christian 
charity, all would be well; but the reverse is 
too often the case. Violent disputations tend 
to irreconcilable differences; and though the 
boundary of the vineyard may be unbroken. 
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the interior will present a scene of strife and 
coniiision^ from which the quiet spirit hastes^ 
as far as may be^ to escape. Here^ then^ is 
tribulation — ^instead of harmony, discord — not 
rest, but perplexity. Go forward, however, 
and thou wilt find that God's Word is true : 
that ''her ways are ways of pleasantness, and 
all her paths are peace,'' Retire from the 
turmoil to thine inner self. . Seek the Holy 
Spirit in the sanctuary of thine own spirit. 
There, reposing as a wearied child on the 
bosom of thy God, thou wilt find pleasant 
comfort and peace for thy soul now, more 
perfect peace for thy ransomed spirit hereafter. 

The Disciple, 

Even so, my Master; but false lights may 
deceive the most wary. With so many by- 
paths, how can I feel secure that I choose the 
right? And I may at last be following a 
shadow, when I believe that I am pursuing the 

substance. 

The Master. 

Thou must indeed be on thy guard, for 
error in religion is dangerous; fatal, if the 
deviation be wide; bewildering and perplexing, 
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even if it be but slight. Thou art not learned : 
thou canst not always judge between con- 
flicting claims on thy conviction ; but take the 
best means in thy power. Follow the teaching 
of the Church with care. Distrust new and 
startling theories: and, if opportunity offer, 
apply, when thou canst not clearly see thy way, 
to some one on whose judgment thou believest 
thou mayest rely. This doing in an humble 
spirit, thou wilt assuredly not deviate into fatal 
heresy. And if, in the conflicting opinions of 
the day, thou still feel thy path uncertain, 
doubt not that thine error, if into such thou 
fall, will be made full allowance for in the day 
of final account. Thou wilt not stand before a 
Judge Who is extreme to mark what has been 
done amiss, but one Who will look into thy 
heart ; and if all be right there, fear not but 
what thou wilt hear the gracious words, 
" Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord/^ 

The Disciple. 

Yes, I do see how, among the trials and 
troubles of life, whatever shape they assume, I 
can turn securely to my Blessed Redeemer as 
my Guide, my Guardian, and my Friend. In 
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sorrow the Holy Spirit will be a sure and 
certain consolation; in difficulty and danger He 
will take me by the hand ; and my hearty prayer 
is^ that I may rest confidently in this con- 
viction. 

The Mastee. 

Our God is, as the prophet saith, ''a God 
that hideth Himself/' His ways are to us 
secret, into His counsels we cannot pierce ; but 
to the eye of faith He is nevertheless ever 
manifest, to the trust of faith ever secure. As 
by the atmosphere around our animal life is 
preserved, the purer it breathes the more 
healthful to us and vigorous, so is our spiritual 
life nourished by the atmosphere of God's Pro* 
vidence more healthful, too, and vigorous, in 
proportion as we rise above the noxious vapours 
of earth. Verily ^' in Him we live, and move, 
and have our being *P to the wellbeing of our 
soul and body here, to their everlasting glorifi- 
cation hereafter. 
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*If any man will come afteb Me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cboss daily, and 
FOLLOW Me." — iMke ix. 23. 



The Master. 

T HAVE instructed thee how our Blessed 
•*- Lord's words may be good to thee : '^ My 
yoke is easy and My burden light;" and I 
have likewise pointed out how thou mayest 
find '' the ways of wisdom ways of pleasant- 
ness, and all her paths i)eace." Yet thou hast 
this lesson further to learn, that thou must 
deny thyself, and take up thy cross daily, if 
thou wouldst follow Him, 

The Disciple. • 

This injunction is more than once repeated in 
the Gospel, and I would endeavour to conform 
to it as my rule of life, yet I am not sure that I 
comprehend it to the full extent of its meaning. 
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To deny myself from the indulgence of sinful 
appetites and affections I strive, however im- 
perfectly. But these words seem to imply 
something beyond, and in this I would desire 
in all humility to be instructed. 

The Master. 

Thou doest well to refuse thyself all unlawful 
indulgences; but to deny thyself as thou art 
enjoined, has, as thou supposest, a wider com- 
prehension. To abstain from sin in all its 
various guises ; to shut thine eyes to its allure- 
ments, however enticing; and to turn a deaf ear 
to seduction which might lead astray, — this 
is, indeed, a primary duty, to strengthen in the 
performance of which thou hast the Holy Spirit 
within to suggest good resolutions, and to 
sustain in their operation. But to deny thyself 
in things lawful, in order to practise thee in 
obedience; to turn thy head from things plea- 
surable, lest they obtain the mastery ; to subju- 
gate thy tastes and affections by a rule of 
self-discipline, — this is to lead a life of self- 
denial; and the more thou practise it, the 
more easy will thy upward course become. 
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The Disciple. 

I understand that I must walk circum- 
spectly in order that I may walk securely, and 
that moderation in the enjoyment of what God 
is pleased to allow is necessary in order to 
avoid abuse ; but in the exercise of self-denial is 
there any fixed rule by which I may conform ;— 
any code of observance I should follow ? 

The Master. 

Strict rules or codes of observances would in 
this, as in other matters, be a snare. The 
Pharisee acted by such rule in his daily walk, — 
yet what was the result? Was he a more 
faithful observer of the law of Moses because he 
paid strict tithe of anise and cummin? I 
repeat, it is not the letter, but the spirit thou 
must strive to obey. And to this end thou wilt 
often find the injunctions given in the Gospel. 
When our Lord tells His disciples that they 
cannot come to Him unless they hate '^ father 
and mother, and wife and children, and brethren 
and sisters, yea, and their own life also ^^^ do you 

1 Luke xiv. 26. 
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not perceive how in this the letter would kill^ 
while the spirit profiteth? So it must be in 
the practice of self-denial. Thou must deny 
thyself; that is a positive injunction; but in 
what manner or degree^ that must be left to 
thine own enlightened conscience. Thus far, 
hawever^ I may advise thee. Make a rule^ as 
far as thou be able^ to refuse thyself some 
gratification towards which thine inclination 
leads^ or at least restrict thyself in some object 
in which thou mightest lawfully indulge^ with 
a view to the acquirement of habitual self-con- 
trol. Thus thou wilt gradually learn to prac- 
tise that denial of self to which the precepts of 
the Gospel would direct thee. 

The Disciple. 

I see^ my Master^ how this habit may be 
acquired, and will endeavour to order my ways 
accordingly ; but when I am enjoined to take 
up my cross, and that daily, if I desire to follow 
the steps of my Blessed Saviour, I am some- 
what perplexed. Crosses do not seem to lie daily 
in my path, and if I do not find them there, 
am I to go forth and seek them ? Am I to 
search for sorrow and suffering, when in my 
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ordinary course of life they do not appear to 
come in my way ? 

The Mastee. 

• Suffering is inextricably mixed up with 
the unfathomable mystery of the existence of 
sin. To meet the justice of God, where sin has 
entered, suffering must follow, and hence its 
influence over the whole world. But pain and 
sorrow are not confined to the guilty. The 
first recorded event after Adam^s expulsion firom 
Paradise was the murder of the innocent Abel 
by his brother. So the mystery of suffering has 
prevailed ever since, while the advent of our 
Blessed Lord has fdtogether changed its cha- 
racter. What was originally a curse to our 
fallen nature, and as such continues to all to 
whom it comes as the punishment of unrepented 
sin, is converted into a blessing unto those who 
are renewed and washed clean in His precious 
blood. It cements the union between the Head 
and the members. As He took upon Himself 
the sins of the whole world, so did He pay the 
penalty of suffering to the offended justice of the 
Father. And to those who are His by adoption 
and grace. He. has distinctly declared that '^ if 
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.we suffer^ we shall also reign with Him '/' And 
thus it is we are called upon to take up our 
cross. Suffering becomes our portion as it was 
His^ and so inseparable does this union become^ 
that in taking up our cross we are sharers in 
His^ at the same time that He is helping us to 
bear our own. Indeed so immeasurable is the 
efficacy of our Blessed Lord's Passion^ that we are 
utterly unable to define the extent to which man- 
kind are profited byit. Thus much, however, we do 
know, that as community of sorrow often makes 
community of feeling and interest among men, 
so in the degree in which Christ's faithful ser- 
vants are called to endure, so much closer are 
they drawn into sympathy with Him here, if 
their sufferings are borne in cheerfiil resigna- 
tion, and more nearly may they hope to enjoy 
His presence hereafter. 

The Disciple. 

I see, my Master, how great is the efficacy of 
the Redeemer's sufferings, and how His sons 
must expect to suffer also; but still I would ask, 
when told to take up my cross, am I to go out 
of my way to seek it, or merely to meet what 

3 Tim. ii. 12. 
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God may see fit to impose, in a thankful and 
acquiescent spirit ? 

The Master. 

Thou canst now better understand how not a 
few of the Saints, in their desire for perfection, 
have sought to share in their Lord's Passion by 
a course of severe and painful self-infliction, but 
to such thou art not appointed. God's gover- 
nance is not confined to any rule man can com- 
prehend. Thy path rather lies in the strict 
observance of the ordinary duties of life, than in 
any marked act of self-sacrifice. There might 
be fear lest thou wert following thine own 
imagination, if the way be not distinctly marked 
by Divine ordering. 

The Disciple. 

I would indeed desire to follow God^s guid- 
ance implicitly, and my prayer is, that I may in 
all thingpg see it aright amid the perplexing 
workings of His Providence. The intensity of 
suffering to which some are exposed, more than 
nature could sustain unless supported by His 
hand, renders the bearing of the cross placed on 
their shoulders but a simple act of patient 
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resignation. But not so with others. In their 
even course of life they appear to pass on easily^ 
without a cross to bear. All around them looks 
smooth^ and they pursue their way in peace and 
comfort. How does our Lord^s declaration, that 
they must suffer if they would reign with Him^ 
apply to them ? 

The Mi^STBE, 

Things are not always as they appear, and if 
thou look a little below the surface, into the 
inner life of the earnest Christian, thou wilt see 
a cross in the pathway of each, which he is 
bound to take up. The cross which lies at his 
feet need not be an instrument of torture, as it 
was to our Blessed Lord, and as it has been to 
many of His devoted servants. But it is a cross 
nevertheless, and to take it up freely and unre- 
servedly is a trial of faith and a test of obedi- 
ence. To bear with evenness and complacency 
the roughnesses and discordances of social inter- 
course ; to be tolerant, yet bold, amid the fierce 
conflict of opinion; to be firm, nay stem, if need 
be, in the assertion of truth ; to be settled and 
calm in the ordinary struggles of daily life, and 
the uncongenialities too often experienced in do- 



yGoogk 



34 SPIRITUAL COMMUNINGS, 

mestic intimacy, — each may find a cross ready to 
his hand without going out of his way in search 
of it. The duty incumbent on thee is to take it 
up. Not that it is forbidden to apply such 
alleviations to its weight as may be within thy 
reach, but not to flinch from a love of ease, 
or dread of trouble, from what the Providence 
of God has imposed; to turn neither to the 
right hand nor the left, to avoid the per- 
formance of a duty, however distasteful, when 
it is placed in thy way. This doing thou need 
not fear; but thou wilt find the means of 
denying thyself, if thou keep thine eyes steadily 
fixed on the service of God. 

The Disciple. 

I see better, my Master, what is meant by 
taking up my cross. It lies habitually before 
me in my daily walk ; but methinks there are 
crosses from within which press not less 
heavily upon me than those from without. 

The Mastbe. 

In proportion as thou art roused to greater 
zeal and earnestness will crosses appear before 
thee which thou didst not before perceive. But 
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while the difiiculties of thy Christian walk 
become more plain and numerous^ and thou 
strivest to meet and overcome them^ thou most 
be careful lest self-consciousness cast a shadow 
across it. Whatever thou mayest do, or what- 
ever sacrifice thou mayest make, let it be per- 
formed in a spirit of loving obedience. If not 
humble alike before God and man, thy labour, 
be it what it will, may yet be in vain. It is 
dedication of thy whole self that God requires ; 
and yet thy life will not be long enough for 
thee to bring this resignation to perfection. 

The Disciple. 

I well know how deficient I am in the per- 
formance of this duty, how slow to submit 
myself to His holy will and pleasure ; and that, 
too, when He has dealt so lovingly with me ! 
But on looking out on the miseries with which 
the world is afflicted, the enemy will not un- 
frequently whisper in my ear that God^s ways 
are not equal, seeing how much 'some are 
favoured both temporally and spiritually through 
the whole course of their lives. 
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The Master. 

Thou must submit to live now by faith, 
patiently waiting for a future revelation. One 
thing, however, I must impress upon thee, 
which men are apt to overlook. Thou seest 
now but the first scene of an everlasting exist* 
€nce. Every human being that is bom into 
the world is bom with a view to his future 
destination, though each is at liberty to choose 
his course for good or evil. In the mystery of 
God^s providence His foreknowledge does not 
prevent man^s free agency; and, of the suc- 
cessive myriads of human beings, each has his 
own place allotted to him. To such as make 
their calling and election sure, our blessed 
Lord^s announcement specially refers, that in 
His Father's house are many mansions, suited 
to the innumerable diversities of occupation in 
which man^s glorified humanity will be em- 
ployed. Some of thy perplexities, therefore, 
may be, to a degree at least, solved when thou 
considerest that life here is a course of training 
preparatory to that which is to follow; and if 
some have to undergo a severer discipline than 
others, it is with regard to the position they 
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may eventually be called to occupy. Human 
nature has been greatly corrupted, and requires 
to be greatly purified to fit it for restoration. 
And with this thou mayest rest content. " Work 
out your own salvation with fear and trem- 
bling'.^^ Assist others in their course to the 
utmost of thine ability. Check in thyself every 
tendency to self-indulgence, even where the 
object itself be lawful. Deny thyself manfully, 
especially on any point where doubt could 
exist. Bear thine own sorrows with patient 
submission. Support the sufferings of others 
with charity and tenderness: for *^we know 
that we have passed from death unto life, 
because we love the brethren*.^' Thus faith- 
ftdly performing, thou wilt find the crosses in 
thy way no hindrances, but rather instruments 
for so training in thy warfare as to fit thee for 
the crown of victory amid the assembled com- 
pany of the faithful. 

» Phil. ii. 12. •* 1 Jobu iii. 1 1-. 
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*ThI8 is a FilTHFUL SAYING, AND WOETHY OF ALL 
ACCEPTATION, THAT ChEIST JeSUS CAME INTO THE 
WOSLD TO SAVE SINNEES." — 1 Tim, i. 16. 



The Disciple. 

rjlHIS blessed truth, my Master, was im- 
"^ pressed upon my mind at the earliest 
dawning of religious perception. From the 
first I have received it without questioning or 
demur ; nor has a doubt ever passed my thoughts 
as to the Divine and human natures being 
united to effect the marvellous work of man^s 
salvation. But may not some light be further 
thrown upon what I cannot but consider a 
passage peculiarly dark in His doings, not to 
gratify curiosity, but to keep my feet from 
stumbling ? 

The Master. 

Ask, and I will reply as far as I myself be 
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able ; but the ways of God's Providence are so 
transcendent, so wonderful in their obscurity, 
that the finite understanding could not appre- 
hend them, even were the veil of mystery raised 
to thy bewildered sight. Take the case of the 
Incarnation. Unless thy powers were super- 
naturally illuminated, could they grasp the idea 
of a spiritual Essence, personal, but omni- 
present, localized within the frame of a new- 
born Infant ; the God of Heaven ^' wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, and lying in a manger ;'' 
the Second Person of the Holy Trinity living 
on earth as man, associating with men as His 
fellows, liable to human infirmity, suffering 
more than man ever suffered, and dying in ex- 
tremest agony as man ; then coming forth from 
the grave, reappearing upon earth, and still 
clothed with humanity, openly and visibly 
ascending into Heaven ? Exalt intellect to 
the utmost, it will yet be bafHed, and must at 
last accept the Incarnation of the Son of God as 
a matter of faith; a mystery into which the 
most powerful minds have been as unable to 
penetrate as the most ignorant of the human 
race. 
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The Disciple. 

The mystery of the Incarnation so surpasses 
my understanding that I have ever received it 
as I have been taught. And even now I 
scarcely know whether without presumption I 
may venture to make inquiry as to a matter 
which will often present itself to my inner 
meditation. The subject, indeed, seems too 
deep for my apprehension. 

The Master. 

It matters not how deep the subject if thy 
words be uttered in a spirit of humility. They 
will not offend, though they may not meet with 
a reply. 

The Disciple. 

God^s love is over all His works. I should 
feel it to be so, even if He had not Himself 
declared it. But if the terms of man^s salva- 
tion be such only as we are taught in His 
revealed Word, how few, comparatively, among 
the myriads of created beings can attain unto 
it ! For four thousand years before our Blessed 
Lord^s Advent, and over how large a portion of 
the habitable world even now, hath the sound of 



yGoogk 



SPIRITUAL COMMUNINGS. 41 

the Gospel never reached! And then^ agauij 
in Christian lands^ in our own country^ peon- 
liarly favoured as we believe it to be, how many 
are there who from the cradle to the grave are 
nearly as ignorant of God as the merest savage ! 
Bom in vice and sin, they, through their whole 
lives, breathe its atmosphere, and learn nothing 
but evil ; and, though multitudes of His devoted 
servants go forth early and late into the vineyard 
which the "wild boar of the forest'' is rooting 
up, they are wholly inadequate, perceptibly, to 
stem the deadly corruption. The great enemy 
of our salvation spreads his nets far and wide 
without means being afforded, or even wish 
among his victims, to escape ; and they pass out 
of this world without ever having had a gleam 
of comfort here, or a hope, perhaps a thought, 
of the fiiture. Then how various the appli- 
ances even to those who have been brought up 
within the Christian fold ! Some dispositions 
how apt to good, and how great their advan- 
tages for its cultivation! Others by nature 
how prone to evil, with little from without to 
discipline or counteract it ! Yet God's love is 
over all ; and I shrink with horror from the 
thought promulged by some who, seeking to 
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account for the plienomenon by a partial inter- 
pretation of His holy Word, assume that 
multitudes are bom into the world for the sole 
foreseen purpose of eternal condemnation. If I 
pass not the limit of lawful inquiry, may I not 
ask some solution of this dark and awful per- 
plexity ? 

The Mastee. 

Thou askest a hard thing, for the solution 
thou seekest is beyond my power to afford. 
Can the creature scan the work of the Creator ? 
Can man search into the hidden purposes of 
God? "Shall the thing formed say to Him 
that formed it, Why hast Thou made me 
thus? Hath not the potter power over the 
clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto 
honour, and another unto dishonour ^?'' 

The Disciple. 

True, my Master. But the Apostle likewise 
says, " Therefore hath He mercy on whom He 
will have mercy, and whom He will He harden- 
eth.^' And he continues in the words of the 
gainsayer, "Wherefore doth He find fault? 

1 Rom. ix. 20, 21. 
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For who hath resisted His will'?'' Whence 
Cometh^ then, man's free will? Whence his 
responsibility ? 

The Master. 

I have said that the ways of God are past 
man's finding out, and perilous has been the 
path to those who have formed systems upon 
partial and one-sided knowledge. But a careful 
weighing of the revealed Word will disclose 
enough to show that there is deep wisdom in all 
God's dealings with His creatures. If He has 
'^ mercy on whom He will have mercy," it is 
because they receive the terms offered. If '^ He 
hardeneth whom He will," it is because, as a 
divine law, habitual refusal of His proffered 
mercy deadens the spiritual perception; the 
seed has fallen on "barren and dry ground, 
where no water is." No one will perish ever- 
lastingly but by his own fault. Of the chosen 
nation He speaks, "All day long have I 
stretched forth My hands to a disobedient and 
gainsaying people ' ;" and over and over again 
are we assured that " God willeth not the death 
of a sinner, but rather that he should be con- 

» Rom. ix. 18, 19. 3 Rom. x. 21. 
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verted and live." His will may be frustrated 
by man's impenitence, but it would be but 
mockery thus to address His creatures if they 
had no power to comply with the call. Salva- 
tion is therefore closed to none by an absolute 
decree, yet there is an election in the secret 
councils of God, by which some are made '^ unto 
honour, and some unto dishonour*/' Some 
are exalted to higher privileges and trust, have 
a greater work to accomplish in the vineyard ; 
others are left to inferior positions, have fewer 
gifts and less responsibilities. None are framed 
for nothing, though many, how many ! so mis- 
use what is committed to them, that it would 
have been better, far better, had they never 
been born. For none, however, can there be 
perfect security. "Many are called, but few 
chosen :'' and Scripture warns us that, of the 
first appointed to the chiefest places in the 
councils of God on earth, not a few shall be 
last; and some of the lowest in the scale of 
spiritual privileges shall have a foremost place 
in their celestial inheritance. 

* Rom. ix. 21. 
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The Disciple. 

I have never doubted that ^^ there are diversi- 
ties of gifts, but the same Spirit */' and that 
every one who is duly called has his own ap- 
pointed work. But as to those to whom the 
Gospel is a strange sound, whom the knowledge 
of God has never reached, whether it be the 
heathen abroad or the worse than heathen at 
home, if " without holiness no one can see the 
Lord,'^ what place is there in the vineyard — 
how can they escape the doom of which they 
are ignorant ? 

The Mastee. 

I said before that in the existing order of 
things there is much that is utterly beyond 
our comprehension. A mystery covers the 
whole, which can be but very partially un- 
veiled. Thou must fall back, therefore, on the 
confidence that the Lord of all cannot but do 
right, with hope that the time will come when 
all that is now so dark will be made clear as 
the noonday. Of one thing, however, we may 
rest secure, namely, that the virtue of our 

* 1 Ccr. xii. 1. 
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Blessed Lord's Incarnation, and the efficacy of 
His Atonement have spread far beyond what 
has been revealed to us. " The Lamb slain from 
the foundation of the worW was devised in 
the Divine councils through all eternity. The 
fall of man was foreseen, and the remedy pro- 
vided even from ''the beginning/' How sin 
came into existence we know not ; but the first 
manifestation of it with which we are acquainted 
was in the rebellion of a portion of the angelic 
host. Whether man was created to supply 
their place we are not informed; but had our 
first parents not yielded to the seduction of the 
devil, immortality would have remained with 
their descendants, begun on earth, continued in 
Heaven. Man's race, however, was ruined; 
yet that ruin was to be repaired, and that by a 
stupendous act of Divine Love. Our Creator 
was to become our Brother, a sharer of our 
nature, in all its sufferings and in its sorrows. 
And not only did He share, but He bore for us 
far more than we could bear for ourselves, the 
weight and penalty of the sins of the whole 
world, in an agony beyond our capacity to 
comprehend. Tortures bodily, tortures mental, 
tortures spiritual, .and all this '' for us men and 



yGoogk 



SPIRITUAL COMMUNINGS, 4I 

for our salvation/' But if God exhibited such 
marvellous love towards His fallen creatures, a 
reciprocity of love must be shown by those who 
*' were dead, and are alive again ; were lost, and 
are found/' And love, working through obedi- 
ence, produceth the holiness without which no 
one can see the Lord. But here the difficulty 
to which thou hast referred commences. God 
has not seen proper to reveal the light of His 
Gospel to all His creatures alike. Why He 
hath not done so it is not for us to inquire. It 
is sufficient that so it is. Some are in utter 
darkness, like the heathen, and like too many 
among ourselves ; to others the light glimmers, 
but obscurely. Now in the parable the talents 
were awarded in very various portions, but 
some one talent was allotted to each. And 
this, I think, may help to guide us in our 
present inquiry. Our Blessed Lord died for 
the salvation of all men — of all who do not 
reject the terms of salvation offered them. 
Where no offer has been made, there can be no 
rejection; those therefore to whom, in the 
mystery of His Providence, He hath not re- 
vealed Himself, must be left to His unoove- 
nanted mercies. But the Holy Spirit is, we 
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know, the principle of life, of life spiritual and 
life temporal, and acts inwardly, even where 
there is no given rule of conduct ; for St. Paul 
tells us, " When the Gentiles do by nature the 
things contained in the law, these, not having 
the law, are a law unto themselves; which 
show the work of the law written in their 
hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, 
and their thoughts the meanwhile accusing or 
else excusing one another/^ You see, then, there 
is a law of conscience by which those will be 
tried on whom the light of the Gospel hath 
not shone. And that God will deal with all 
with an equal hand no one need doubt who 
believeth in Him, Every variety of circum- 
stance, of disposition or station, every advan- 
tage or disadvantage, every trial or trouble, 
every joy or sorrow, every temptation resisted 
or yielded to, will be put into the scale of evenly- 
balanced justice, consistent, however, with such 
a weight of mercy as love unappreciable can 
bestow. Doubt we not, then, for a moment 
that Thou, O God, so dealest with all Thy 
creatures that " Thou wilt be justified in Thy 
sayings, and wilt overcome when Thou art 
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judged •/' at the final adjustment when " mercy 
and truth shall meet together^ righteousness 
and peace have kissed each other '/' 

< Rom. iii. 4. ' Ps. Ixzziz. 10. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

"Fob I HAVE BECEIVED OP THE LoRD THAT WHICH 
ALSO I DELIYEBED UNTO YOU, ThAT THE LoBD JeSUS 
THE SAME NIGHT IN WHICH He WAS BETBATED 
TOOK BBEAD: AND WHEN He HAD GIVEN THANES, 

He bbake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My 
Body, which is bkoken fob you: this do in 
bemembbance of Me. Afteb the same manneb 
ALSO He took the cup, when He had supped, 
SAYING, This cup is the New Testament in My 
Blood: this do ye, as oft as ye dbink it, in 
bemembbance of Me. Fob as often as ye eat 
this bbead, and dbink this cup, ye do show 

THE LoBD's death TILL He COMB." — 1 CoT, xi. 

23—26. 

The Master. 

rpHE Holy Eucharist is a matter of such deep 
-^ and vital importance, that through the 
difficulties which, in common with most in- 
quirers, thou hast doubtless experienced, I am 
desirous of affording what help I may be able ; 
conscious though I am of my own fallibility 
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amid the conflicting opinions which prevail. 
Having sought, however, the authorities to 
which the Church directs, my earnest prayer is 
that I may not be a blind guide, entangled in 
error when seeking the truth. But such light 
as I believe to have gained for myself I am 
ready to communicate to thee. 

The Disciple. 
I shall indeed, my Master, be thankful for 
thy aid. Even from my youth up, ever 
0ince I was presented to the Sishop for confir- 
mation, I have, at intervals, partaken of this 
blessed Sacrament, and I humbly hope to my 
souFs comfort ; but there are, as thou supposest, 
diflSculties which I have never as yet been able 
satisfactorily to solve. 

The Master. 
Mystery does, indeed, involve this Divine 
ordinance, but the difficulty has been largely 
ncreased by the various interpretations that 
have been put upon our Blessed Lord^s words. 

The Disciple. 
Methinks it is a sad proof of human infirmity 
that this ordinance, which was given to solace 

E % 
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and support^ and draw our spirits nearer to the 
Blessed Giver^ should have been the battle-field 
of contention^ each Church and communion 
having taken its own ground, rendering divi-r 
sions more and more irreconcilable. 

The Master. 

It will always be so where man attempts to 
go beyond what God has disclosed. No human 
eye can penetrate a mystery; and since the 
Holy Eucharist must be admitted to be such, 
though differences of opinion would still have 
existed, they would never have led to the divi- 
sions we deplore, had reason not interfered 
beyond its proper sphere. 

The Disciple. 

I have ever, my Master, sought to subdue my 
reason to my £a.ith. But our Lord^s words are 
indeed awfully mysterious, and I would humbly 
ask such explanation as thou hast kindly offered 
to afford. 

The Master. 

The guide to which I would first direct you 
is the Book of Common Prayer; for notwith- 
standing the confusion of the period in which 



yGoogk 



€( 



SPIRITUAL COMMUNINGS. 53 

that book was framed^ it has^ under the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, preserved all essential points 
of doctrine in their primitive purity. As re- 
gards the Eucharist, then, it is expressly stated 
that we eat our Lord's Body, and drink His 
Blood, after the consecration of the bread and 
wine by the priest. And in order to prevent 
the idea that this is spoken in a mere figurative 
sense, in the Catechism it is distinctly declared, 
that '^ the Body and Blood of Christ are verily 
and indeed" — words cannot be stronger — 
taken and received by the faithful in the 
Lord's Supper/' 

The Disciple. 

The words are very explicit ; but as our Lord 

often speaks of Himself avowedly in a figurative 

sense — for instance, when He says that He is the 

Door, He is the true Vine— -on what authority 

does the Church declare that the consecrated 

elements are verily and indeed^ consequently in 

reality and not in figure, our Lord's Body and 

Blood? 

The Master. 

Whatever does not admit of proof must be 
taken on authority; and I think I can show 
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that of this authority we have sufficient when 
we speak of the Real Presence of our Lord in 
the blessed Sacrament. 

The Disciple. 

But was not the doctrine of the Real Presence 
condemned by our Reformers as unscriptural 
and erroneous ? 

The Master. 

It was not against the doctrine of the Real 
Presence, but against the way in which the 
Presence was defined, that the Reformers pro- 
tested. On this mysterious subject there were 
differences among the Reformers then, as there 
is among members of the Church now ; but the 
teaching of the Prayer Book shows that, with- 
out defining too closely what is indeed incapable 
of definition, it is the doctrine of the early 
Fathers, in opposition to later innovations, that 
our Church maintains. 

The Disciple. 

Yet the mode in which this doctrine is to be 
received appears to me to be defined in the 
XXVIIIth Article, where it is stated that " the 
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Body of Christ is given^ taken^ and eaten only 
after a heavenly and spiritual manner/' and 
that " the mean whereby the Body of Christ is 
received and eaten in the Supper is Faith/' 

The Master. 

This definition^ as far as it goes^ is meant to 
guard against the errors between which our 
Church takes a central position; on the one 
hand^ that the '^Presence'' is, as Rome de- 
clares, a material and corporeal one, by a change 
of substance, in which the consecrated elements 
retain only what are called the accidents, or 
outward appearance of bread and wine; and 
on the other, where our Saviour's words are 
resolved into mere figure, peculiar grace being 
conveyed by the holy ordinance, and nothing 
more. In our Church there yet remains this 
ftirther difference of opinion. While both admit 
that Christ's Body and Blood are received, one 
party holds that they are only such in efficacy 
and power mljectively^'wi^vcL the heart of the 
recipient; the other, that the elements become 
by consecration what they profess to be, oh^ 
jectiaelyy in a mystical, sacramental, and super- 
natural sense, efficaciously to them who receive 
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faithfully, to the condemnation, as the Scripture 
declares, of those who receive unworthily. This 
latter view I believe to be most in accordance 
with the authority to which the Church refers, 
namely, Catholic Antiquity. 

The Disciple. 

Cab you give me some of the authorities to 
which you refer ? 

The Master. 

I will quote but one or two out of the many 
that might be brought forward. St. Ignatius, 
consecrated Bishop of Antioch by St. Peter, 
says of the Docetae, who did not believe in the 
reality of our Lord's Body, "They confess not 
that the Eucharist is the Flesh of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ which suffered for our sins, which 
the Father in His mercy raised again.'' St. 
Ambrose, Bishop of Milan in the fourth century, 
commences his sacramental prayer thus, "O 
great High Priest, who didst offer Thyself to 
God the Father, a pure and spotless victim, 
upon the Altar of the Cross, for us miserable 
sinners, and didst give us Thy Flesh to eat and 
Thy Blood to drink, and didst ordain that mys- 
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tery in the power of the Holy Spirit, Baying, 
'Do this in remembrance of Me/'' St. IrensBus, 
St. Augustine, and others are equally explicit. 

The Disciple. 

There is no denying that these great autho- 
rities speak distinctly, and bring the weight of 
their explanation to our Blessed Lord's words, 
" I am the living Bread which came down from 
heaven : if any man eat of this Bread, he shall 
live for ever : and the Bread which I will give 
is My Flesh, which I will give for the life of 
the world." And again, " He that eateth My 
Flesh, and drinketh my Blood, dwelleth in Me, 
and I in him ^" 

The Master. 
It is certainly difficult to understand how 
declarations so clear as these can be evaded* 
But we know that they were a stumbling-block 
to some of the disciples, as they have been to 
many others since. But further evidence may 
be found in the foreshadowing which the older 
Scriptures afford. It may be held as a rule 
that the antitype exceeds the type, as the greater 

1 John vi. 51—56. 
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exceeds the less. Just take that of Melehi- 
zedek^ '^The king of peace^ the priest of the 
Most High God, brought forth bread and wine, 
and blessed Abram */' An evident type of the 
Eucharist, since our Lord "is a Priest for ever 
after the order of Melchizedek '/' But see how 
far the type falls short of the Antit}T)e. Again, 
when Abraham went forth to slay Isaac, the 
great type of the Father offering His Son, 
Isaac was rescued, and a lamb slain in his place : 
whereas our Blessed Saviour Himself suffered 
death on the cross "for us men and for our 
salvation/^ Here, again, the Antitype far ex- 
ceeded the type. But when, at the Jewish 
Passdver, the Paschal Lamb, the figure of the 
true Paschal Lamb, was not only slain but 
eaten, how inferior would the Antitype be to 
the type, if His Body was not likewise eaten at 
the Christian Passover, the Eucharistic Feast! 
These things were written for our instruction, 
and as such I would exhort thee to consider 

them. 

The Disciple. 

I see the force of the arguments thou hast 
produced as regards the reality of the eating 

2 Gen. xiv. 18. » Heb. vi. 21. 



yGoogk 



SPIRITUAL COMMUNINGS. 59 

and drinking our Lord's Body and Blood : may 
I have grace firmly to embrace the truth as 
thou hast explained it. But there is one point 
more^ on which I should be glad of further 
instruction. In constituting this holy ordinance^ 
our Lord says, "Do this in remembrance of 
Me/' and these words are not only repeated by 
the priest on delivering the sacred elements to 
the communicants, but, in the previous prayer 
of consecration, our Lord is addressed as having 
'^ instituted, and commanded us to continue, a 
perpetual memory of that His precious death, 
until His coming again/' This might imply a 
mere commemoration to be perpetually ob- 
served, as we might commemorate any other 
great event; but the Eucharist must comprise 
something more than this, / 

The Master. 

The word "memory" would be more correctly 
given as "memorial;" and you are right in think- 
ing that a far deeper meaning is implied than 
might at first sight appear. The full expla- 
nation will be found in what I believe to be 
the consentient voice of Catholic antiquity. By 
memorial is meant the commemorative sacrifice. 
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the constant memorial of the one great Sacrifice 
of the Cross, the offering of bread and wine 
first foreshadowed, as stated above, in that of 
Melchizedek, and afterwards foretold by the 
prophet Malachi, as the pure offering to be 
offered up by the Gentiles when God's name 
shall be great among them " from the rising of 
the sun to the going down of the same */' 

The Disciple. 

Thou speakest of the commemorative sacri-* 
fice, the pure offering of bread and wine, the 
promise of the spread and continuance of Christ's 
kingdom ; but what peculiar benefit do I derive 
from partaking in this communion of '^ His 
Body and Blood,'' this perpetual memorial of 
His Death and Passion, more than by constant 
and earnest prayer, either with the congregation 
or in private ? 

The Master. 

This question may be answered by a clearer 

appreciation of the effect of the Incarnation 

upon our spiritual life. It is not unusual to 

consider the Atonement, that is, the reconcilia- 

^ Mai. i. 11. 
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tion between God and man^ as the main object 
of our Lord^s coming on earth: but it went 
beyond this. To reconcile sinful man to his 
offended God was doubtless the primary purpose 
of our Saviour's mission; the ulterior design 
was to raise our fallen humanity into fellowship 
with His glorified humanity. We were not 
only to be saved from destruction^ and to gain 
admittance to an eternal inheritance^ but we 
were to be restored, and more than restored, to 
the likeness we had lost by Adam's transgres- 
sion; and the two sacraments were to be not 
merely signs and symbols, but, if I may so say, 
the charters of our admission into this new 
covenant. In Baptism we are not only cleansed 
from inherited sin, but the water in which we 
are washed is the emblem of life both in the 
Old and New Testament, as the blood shed at 
the sacrifices, and now drunk mystically at the 
Eucharist, is the type or representation of that 
poured out on the cross. Hence the water and 
blood that issued from the wounded side of our 
Blessed Lord at the crucifixion are emblems of 
what the sacraments effect for us. They bring 
us into immediate access to God by means the 
first of which is done for us, the latter by us. 
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If the new birth, of which we are mere passive 
recipients, be ripened and matured in advancing 
years ; if we partake of Holy Communion in the 
spirit of faith and obedience, which can alone 
render it efficacious, — ^we are brought, as the 
Prayer Book tells us, into special fellowship 
with our Blessed Redeemer; '^We spiritually 
eat the Flesh of Christ, and drink His Blood; 
then we dwell in Christ, and Christ in us; we- 
are one with Christ, and Christ with us/' 

The Disciplb. 

This all-important truth is plainly laid down ; 

and yet, my Master, I cannot clearly see how 

this intimate union can take place between two . 

so unequal as the creature and the Creator, God 

and man. 

The Master. 

You must remember that this union between 
God and man is a mystery, which we are called 
upon to believe, but not to attempt to fathom. 
Thus much, however, we know, that this con- 
formity to His image begun here will be per- 
fected hereafter. But as our Blessed Lord in 
taking upon Himself our nature bore its penal- 
ties and pains in their full force, so must we be 
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prepared to realize our likeness to Him in much 

patient endurance, often heavy indeed to be 

borne with all the help we can obtain. This 

help is sought in prayer; but prayer can only 

take us to God's footstool^ while, as I have said 

above, the eating His Body and drinking His 

Blood open the door, as the Prayer Book 

states, to closer communion with Him. It is 

true, to the very best, this union during their 

earthly pilgrimage can be but imperfect. By 

faithful continuance, however, in well doing it 

will be fully realized in a future state. And 

this is what St. Peter implies when he says, 

that through means of "the exceeding great 

and precious promises we might be partakers of 

the Divine nature *.'' Our humanity, in some 

wonderful manner, will be rendered conformable 

to His glorified humanity. But this must begin 

now; and at the final restoration, when our 

bodies and souls shall be reunited, we shall be 

invested with bodies bearing resemblance in 

their degree to His glorious Body, to dwell 

with the assembly of blessed angels and spirits 

made perfect in His immediate presence for 

evermore. 

* 2 Pet. i. 4. 
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The Disciple. 
I understand now how the blessed Eucharist 
affects the partakers of it individually; and I 
think^ too, that I comprehend the nature and 
efficacy of the commemorative sacrifice. It by 
no means interferes with the sacrifice which our 
Saviour offered on the cross as a perfect and 
sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole 
world, which was finished once for all, and can 
never be repeated. But the priest, acting by 
immediate commission, presents the oblation of 
bread and wine as a commemorative rite to 
God, to be returned to the faithful communicant 
as Christ^s Body and Blood. 

The Master. 
Even so. But you must further comprehend 
that this conformity to our Blessed Lord is for 
the most part of slow and painful growth. 
Prom their manifold infirmities and still in- 
herent corruptions the life of the most advanced 
continues a struggle both within and from 
without. The union, however, is still main- 
tained; and when the fight is over, and the 
end comes, we may humbly hope for the palm 
of victory as our exceeding great reward. 
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The Disciple. 

This is indeed^ my Master^ a blessed consum- 
mation ! God grant we be all admitted to it I 
How great the loss to such as cannot realize it I 

The Masteb. 

It is indeed most important to arrive at 
truth in a matter of such vital concern; and 
I have accordingly put before thee what I my- 
self have received, and that, as I believe, on the 
most reliable authority. But it may be well, if 
as thou mayest have opportunity, thou shouldst 
study the works of those who from. time to 
time, most earnestly engaged in the inquiry. 
Thou mayest then perceive the grounds upon 
which the controversies rested which ha«re so 
much disturbed the peace of the Church, and 
thou wilt thus be able better to maintain the 
truth as thou receivest it, when thou mayest 
have occasion to do so. But since there is such 
difference even in our own communion, not so 
much regarding the nature as the mode of opera- 
tion in the Eucharist, I would have you dis- 
tinctly bear in mind that infallibility is granted 
to no man. The Scriptures alone contain the 

F 
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inspired word of God. None since the Apostles 
and the sacred writers have been guaranteed 
from error. You may have sought what you 
believe to be the surest way to arrive at the 
right interpretation. In the Eucharist you may 
firmly adhere to the conviction^ that sacramental 
grace is the chief medium for carrying on the 
divine life; that through it you enter into 
union with our Blessed Lord Himself; and 
that, in embracing this doctrine, you are fol- 
lowing the more excellent way. Uphold your 
opinions decidedly and distinctly when called 
upon to do so ; but never allow yourself to as- 
sume a dogmatic tone, or to enter into con- 
tentious disputation. On the contrary, endea- 
vour to meet those with whom you diflTer rather 
with a desire to come closer to your opponent, if 
possible, by mutual explanation, than, as is too 
often the case, by vehemence in supporting 
your own opinions aggravate the points of 
dissidence. Half the questions on which ear- 
nest men disagree might be reconciled by a 
clearer definition of terms, accompanied by 
Christian candour and forbearance; and it is 
sad to see how much bitterness and strife are 
engendered by pressing opinions on points 
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which can only be solved by a future revelation. 
Not that truth and error are indifferent in the 
eyes of God; but it may be a reason for His 
allowing such diversities to exist among those 
equally anxious for Divine light, that the infir- 
mity of man prevents him holding truth in a 
just balance. Anxious and eager minds will 
always be rushing into extremes; and hence 
the proportions of Christian doctrine may, per- 
haps^ best be kept by the variety of views 
which present themselves to each according to 
his spiritual perception. I exhort, therefore, the 
utmost tolerance towards those who differ from 
us, not only from motives of Christian charity 
and forbearance, but from a desire to bring 
conflicting opinions together, as far as can be 
done, by mutual explanation. Even where our 
convictions may not fully accord, why may not 
the spirit still exist which called out of old the 
remark of the heathen, ^^ See how these Chris- 
tians love one another ^^ ? 
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'Whosoeybs shall bat this bsbad, and dbine this 
cup of the lobd, unworthily, shall bb guilty 
OF THB Body and Blood of thb Lord. But lbt 

A If AN BXAMINB HIMSELF, AND SO LBT HIM EAT OF 
THAT BBBAD, AND DBINK OF THAT CUP. FOB HB 
THAT BATETH AND DBINKBTH UNWORTHILY, BATETH 
AND DBINKBTH DAITNATION TO HIMSELF, NOT DIS- 
CERNING THB Lord's Body. For this cause many 

ARE WEAK AND SICKLY AMONG YOU, AND MANY 

SLEEP. Fob if wb would judge ourselyes, wb 
SHOULD NOT BE JUDGED." — 1 C<yr. xi. 27 — 31. 



The Disciple. 

rjlHOU hast explained to me, my Master, the 
-*" nature of this Blessed Sacrament; how our 
Lord^s presence in 'it is certified by the types 
and shadows of the Old Testament, and by the 
consentient voice of antiquity; that it is the 
appointed means through which our spiritual 
regeneration is effectively carried on, and that a 
frequent participation 13 necessary if I hope to 
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attain the final and glorious object of my 
aspirations^ union with my Incarnate God and 
Saviour; but then come these awful words. 
Who can eat the Lord^s Body and drink His 
Blood worthily ? Who can stand before Him 
and say, ^^ I am worthy of Thy salvation^' ? I 
cannot. It is in deep sense of my own un- 
worthiness that I can venture to draw near, and 
when I kneel before the altar what can my lips 
utter but ^' Unclean, unclean^' ? 

The Mastee. 

Every penitent heart, every stricken spirit, 
must feel as thou feelest ; and assuredly it is in 
this frame of mind thou art fittest to appear 
before thy Saviour and thy God. It is right 
and necessary that thou shouldst be afraid of 
incurring the risk of eating His Body and of 
drinking His Blood unworthily ; but thou must 
understand what is. therein meant before thou 
allow this to be a reason against partaking of 
Holy Communion. 

The Disciple, 

I know if I neglect the solemn call to the 
Lord^s table, I refuse the spiritual food pro- 
Digitized toy VjOOQIC 
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vided for me. Yet to eat and drink my own 
condemnation appears the more fearful alter- 
native. Better pine and languish than daringly- 
profane. Better shun His presence altogether 
than seek it in a way which must meet with 
His displeasure. 

The Master. 

I respect thy scruples, and were thou reduced 
to this, had thou no choice between appearing 
at the altar holy and sanctified, or in a state 
which would but increase thy sinfulness, in 
keeping away thou mightest choose the safer 
part. But feeling thine own unworthiness is 
not partaking of the Holy Eucharist unworthily. 
The very contrary is the case. The more con- 
scious thou art of inherent evil, the more ready 
is our Blessed Lord to pardon. The more hum- 
bly thou comest into His presence, the more 
lovingly art thou received. And when thou 
smitest upon thy breast, and sayest, from the 
depth of a wounded spirit, ^^ Lord, be merciful to 
me a sinner,'^ His precious Body and Blood are 
pledges that thy prayer is heard, and that 
thou wilt go away justified, pardoned, and com- 
forted. 
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The Disciple. 

Blessed words indeed, my Master. But how 
then incur the danger against which such 
solemn warning is given ? 

The Master. 

At the time St. Paul wrote to the Corinthians 
the Eucharist usually followed the Love Feast, 
and was, in consequence, often grievously pro- 
faned ; and though this was afterwards altered, 
the Sacrament has since been too frequently 
abused to render the Apostle's warning unneces- 
sary. Approached in levity or carelessness, or 
mere formality, how could He, who has pro- 
mised to be one with the faithful recipient, feel 
otherwise than despised ? The eating and 
drinking unworthily consists in not discerning 
the Lord's Body. Well, therefore, must thou 
dread such awful profanation. 

The Disciple. 

Assuredly I have never partaken of this holy 
ordinance in the state of mind thou hast de- 
scribed, but my faith is weak, my devotion 
cold, my thoughts often wandering and per- 



yGoogk 



72 SPIRITUAL COMMUNINGS. 

plexed; and the good resolutions I may have 
formed are but too soon forgotten. I cannot 
therefore but feel I am risking the Divine -dis- 
pleasure^ though not to the extent of incurring 
the threatened condemnation. 

The Master. 

What thou feelest is but too common; but 
fear not^ it is not from such our merciftd 
Saviour averts His face. The devil is ever at 
hand to obstruct^ as far as he is able^ the ap- 
proach of the sinner to the throne of grace ; but 
He who is with thee is stronger than he who is 
against thee^ so take courage^ and fear not. 

The Disciple. 

I know that my Blessed Lord is mighty to 
defend^ and did the attack come only from the 
adversary without, I could feel that I were safe. 
But, as I have complained to thee before, there 
is treachery within. My heart is weak, nay 
more than weak. Too often does it open the 
door to temptation, and when I think that I am 
devoting my self to the service of God, it lets in 
a tide of evil imaginations which disturb and 
distract, if they do not actually divert, the cur- 
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rent of my thoughts. Again^ if I escape these 
snares which the devil and my own heart pre- 
sent ; if my prayer ascend freely, my conviction 
of sin be deep, and my penitence sincere ; when 
I frame, in all earnestness, purposes of amend- 
ment, and do '^ truly intend to lead a new life, 
following the commandments of God, and 
walking from henceforth in His holy ways,'' — 
sad experience teaches me that such impressions 
do not last, and that when I again approach the 
Lord's table, I shall have the same confessions 
to make, the same sins to deplore, without any 
marked sign of amendment. Is not this to 
provoke God's wrathful indignation, and to 
grieve the Holy Spirit? Have I not too much 
reason to fear lest, like the Jews of old, ^^ my 
harvest is passing, my summer ending, and that 
I shall not be saved * " ? 

The Master. 

It might be so were there not One Who 
watches over thee, and loves thee as thou never 
lovedst thyself. Our Blessed Redeemer came 
on earth to " bear thy griefs and to carry thy 
sorrows ;" and having " Himself suffered being 
1 Jer. viii. 20. 
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tempted. He is able to succour them that are 
tempted ^" Thy case is disheartening, and the 
comfort thou wouldst derive from partaking of 
the Holy Sacrament is indeed greatly marred, 
when thou fearest that the impression will be 
but temporary. But if thou persevere, it will 
not be in vain. The temptations under which 
you suffer will gradually relax ; the evil habite 
you confess will lose their hold; and though 
the conflict will be long, and thou be often 
baffled, the whole armour of God will fit thee 
closer and closer, and thou mayest eventually 
hope te appear justified and pardoned before the 
judgment-seat. But this will not be accom- 
plished without constant and diligent self- 
examination. Thou must test closely thy con- 
duct before thou canst discover thy misdoings, 
and look well into thy heart if thou desire to 
become thoroughly acquainted with its work- 
ings. 

The Disciple. 

I have ever practised self-examination. Every 
night do I seek to inquire how the day has been 
passed; and a closer examination before par- 
taking of Holy Communion makes me, I trust, 

« Heb. ii. 18. 
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not altogether ignorant as to myself. But this 

is but imperfectly done, and I fear lest my 

conscience be rather lulled than my heart 

purified. 

The Master. 

A careless and perfunctory performance of 
the duty of self-examination is a snare 
against which I cannot too earnestly caution 
thee. It is one of the devices of the devil 
to keep thee farthest from thy God when 
thou thinkest thou art in His more immediate 
presence. Many are so far gone in sin that 
their inward sense is hardened, and these the 
devil finds no difficulty in retaining. But the 
irresolute — ^those who have one eye on earth 
when they endeavour to fix their sight on 
heaven ; who obey the duty of attending at the 
altar, while their hearts are elsewhere, — these are 
the souls which the great adversary is mainly 
engaged in ensnaring, who are following the 
road to perdition, while they vainly think they 
are in the right path. But thou art not one of 
them. Thou still boldest Him by the hand, 
though thy grasp be feeble, and though thou 
stumble in thy course. He will preserve thee, 
that thou do not greatly fall. But thou must 
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devote thyself to a more strict and intimate self- 
inspection, if thou hope to arrive in safety at the 

end. 

The Disciple. 

I know, my Master, that I must keep my 
heart in all diligence and watchfulness. Direct 
me, then, how I may best do so to secure from 
backsliding, and thus may gain some little con- 
fidence in my progress. 

The Master. 

Thou hast complained of thy want of resolu- 
tion and decision. This must be overcome, or 
at least must be diligently struggled against, 
for without earnestness of purpose no good can 
come. There are two wills striving within thee 
for the mastery. In the natural man the carnal 
will for the most part prevails undisputed, but 
in the effectually regenerate heart the spiritual 
will comes into competition, and in the degree 
in which the one or the other predominates is 
the advance of the Christian life. Nor is a 
duality of will found only in our fallen nature. 
Our Blessed Lord, when He took our humanity 
upon Him, took likewise a human will. But 
this was always in subjection to the Divine, as 
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when in His agony He exclaimed, "If it be 
possible, let this cup pass from Me/' He im- 
mediately added, " Nevertheless not as I will '' 
(as man) , " but as Thou wilt ' '' (as God) . And 
in this, as in all other things. He is our example. 
Strive to bring the carnal into subordination to 
the spiritual, and then there will be no double- 
mindedness. Thy contrition will be sincere, thy 
self-resignation real. It is thus thou mayest 
approach God^s all-seeing eye in a fit state for 
efiective self-inspection. Thou wilt be able to 
open thy heart freely before Him '' to Whom all 
desires are known, and from Whom no secrets 
are hid.'' But it is not enough that thou 
callest thyself every night to account for the 
manner in which the day has been spent. This 
is well, but the examination to which you are 
exhorted before' partaking of Holy Communion 
must be more deep and searching. The time 
to be thus occupied will depend upon the fre- 
quency of thy attendance. If constant, less 
time need be employed, for thou wilt live more 
in a state of habitual preparation. But if, from 
unavoidable circumstances, thou canst only do 
so at intervals, thou must seek opportunity 

• 2mi!;L. xxvl. 33. 
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of retirement, and then open thy heart before 
Him Who alone can supply its necessities with- 
out stint or measure. 

The Disciple. 

But are there any rules I can follow at these 
stated periods of self-examination ? 

The Master. 

There are many manuals for direction, almost 
any one of which may be used with profit. But 
I would, in the first place, recommend the two 
Tables of the Decalogue. Thy duty towards 
God, and thy duty towards thy neighbour will, 
indeed, open a wide field for inquiry. But 
beware of entering into the temple of the Lord, 
the recesses of thine own heart, as did the 
Pharisee. Test not thy obedience by the letter. 
It is the spirit, the inmost motive, the secret 
springs of action ; it is here thou must fix thy 
piercing scrutiny. It is assuredly not how thou 
mayest stand in the eyes of man, nor even to 
thine own superficial self-inspection. Thou 
must probe to the very bottom. The heart is 
deceitful ; the world can put on a fair disguise, 
and the flesh present plausible excuse for self- 
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indulgence. But thou must look thy own 
condition fairly in the face, and not allow 
delusion to blind or hinder thee. To obtain a 
thorough insight into thyself, so as to qualify 
thee to kneel at the altar, and to partake of the 
full benefit of Christ's Body and Blood, thou 
must come as thou art, poor and naked, and 
miserable, with nothing to offer but thy heart, in 
deep humility and contrition. Upon the griefs 
of thy troubled spirit He will look with com- 
passion, and, like the good Samaritan, will pour 
healing balm into thy wounds. Nor must thou 
be content with confession of sin generally. 
Thou must examine thyself in a special manner 
with reference to the circumstances of thy 
position. In prosperity, or in poverty; in 
health, or sickness ; in sorrow, or joy ; in seclu- 
sion, or in the midst of public cares and occu- 
pations, — each state has its own peculiar trials 
and temptations. The whole creation groan s, we 
are told, from the effects of the Fall. If the 
heathen suffer so much from sin, how fearful 
the responsibility of those who are under the 
Christian dispensation yet reject their Christian 
privileges, and sin on in bold defiance. How 
indispensably necessary to probe to the very 
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bottom, and to present the heart naked before 
Him. 

The Disciple. 

I do desire to examine myself thoroughly and 
earnestly, yet a drowsiness of soul will at times 
creep over me, and knowing as I do that such 
torpor may be the prelude of death, I do desire 
in all sincerity to keep the words of the Apostle 
ever before me, ^' Awake thou that sleepest, 
and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give 
thee light \'' 

The Master. 

This vigilance is necessary, and never more 
so than when thy actions do not present any 
glaring character of evil. But when guilt 
assumes a deeper dye, or doubts of a distracting 
nature oppress and darken the spirit, the Church, 
with her usual wisdom and tenderness, directs 
that ^^ some learned and discreet minister should 
be applied to, that by the ministry of God's 
holy Word he may receive the benefit of abso- 
lution, together with ghostly counsel and advice, 
to the quieting of his conscience, and avoiding 
all scruple and doubtfulness.'^ 

-• Eph. V. Ik 
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The Disciple. 

Such counsel and advice must often come to the 
sore-smitten conscience as a breath from heaven, 
and, through God's mercy, the number of 
learned and discreet ministers on all points qua- 
lified to administer them is daily on the increase. 
And on entering on the thorny paths of life, how 
many of the young might be prevented from a 
course of sin, and how many troubles and sorrows 
averted in after life, had there been a friend at 
hand whose counsel they could have sought 
with confidence and respect ! 

The Master. 

Not a few might indeed have thus been pre- 
served from shipwreck; and to have a shining 
light before our eyes, by whose example to guide 
our steps, is at all ages a boon that cannot be 
over-estimated. But even here we must be on 
our guard against raising up to ourselves any 
standard of superhuman perfection. The most 
gifted among men possess not every excellence. 
Each forms a joint in the body corporate. Never 
was there but One example of entire complete- 
ness, and all have their own special grace to 

G 
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mature after this perfect model. But as the 
habitual contemplation of the beauties of nature 
refines the taste and elevates the mind^ to have 
the pattern before us of one who takes a high 
walk in his Christian calling, exalts and purifies, 
and gives energy to our spiritual perceptions. 
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" EXAHIITB ME, LOBD, AND PBOVB ME ; TBT OUT MY 
BEIN8 AND MY HEABT." — Ps. XXvi. 2. 



The Disciple. 

fJlHE tone of the inspired writer in thus ap- 
■*- plying to God to examine and prove him, 
is that of self-confidence I dare not use. How 
invite Him to try my reins and my heart when 
I am conscious how much of evil He must find ? 

The Master. 

The whole Psalm is prophetic, and its lan- 
guage only strictly applicable to One in Whom 
nought but innocency could be found, and 
Whose foot never wandered from the right way. 
But we must pray to the Holy Spirit to direct 
us in our self-inspection, for without His aid 
the depths of our hearts are quite unfathomable. 
G 2 
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The Disciple. 

In another place the holy Psalmist speaks 
quite differently, and here, indeed, I can quite 
go along Avith him. While praying to be kept 
from presumptuous sins, lest they get the 
dominion over him, he exclaims, as if in despair 
of being right before God, " Who can tell how 
oft he offend eth? O cleanse Thou me from my 
secret faults ^^ 

The Master. 

It may, perhaps, be considered the sorest part 
of our earthly probation, that while we are. 
seeking to walk with a conscience void of 
offence towards God, we are daily and hourly 
committing sins ^^more in number than the 
hairs of our head,^^ if not altogether without 
knowledge, at least with such slight observa- 
tion that we are quite unable to recount them. 
The very best must join in the confession, and 
pray for pardon for faults of which they are 
scarcely conscious. 

1 Pa. xix. 12* 
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The Disciple. 

It IS difficult enough, my Master, to keep a 
true account of the sins of omission and com- 
mission of which I am fully cognizant. My 
secret faults I must leave to His cleansing to 
Whose eyes alone they are patent. 

The Master, 

And yet for the most part they are not so 
secret but by a close habitual watch they may, 
to a certain degree at least, be detected. To 
select a few cases in which it is difficult to dis* 
tinguish the exact extent of our responsibility. 
We sin from infirmity; we sin from inward 
corruption; we sin even when seeking to do 
good, for zeal often runs into uncharitableness 
and self-will; and, when striving to be mode- 
rate, we become lukewarm and apathetic. Look 
also to the habits so often imperceptibly con- 
tracted; peculiarities from various causes which 
seem part of our very selves. Again, the diffi- 
culiy of drawing a clear line in our ordinary 
conduct of what may be right and what merely 
allowable. Examples may be multiplied to in- 
finitude where, though much may be done, as I 
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have said, by strict habitual watching, yet who 
can venture to say with confidence that he 
holds the balance true, and that the eyes of 
God are looking with perfect satisfaction upon 
him ? Much is entering on the record, beyond 
what we are aware, that on the final day of 
account the very best will wish blotted out. 

The Disciple. 

Who indeed can tell how oft he offendeth ? 
All I can hope for is that my secret faults may 
not from wilful neglect become presumptuous 
sins, and thus gain, and perhaps retain, 
dominion over me. 

The Masteb. 

Thou hast ground for thy fears, but thou hast 
ground for confidence, too, in the guidance of 
Him Who is ever watching over you. But one 
of the ways in which we are all apt to ofiend, 
and that more often from inadvertence and 
want of care than from any conscious yielding 
to temptation, is our use or abuse of language. 
" I will take heed,^^ says the Psalmist, " that I 
offend not with my tongue.'' This is a point, 
however, to which few pay sufilcient attention. 
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The Disciple. 

Scripture is indeed strong on this subject, 
and our Blessed Lord has Himself declared, 
" By thy words thou shalt be justified, and by 
thy words thou shalt be condemned '/^ 

The Master. 

Words are the index to the heart, and it is 
not too much to say, by the general tone of a 
man^s language one is able to judge of his charac- 
ter. But it is not so much from habitual misuse 
proceeding from a corrupt source, as against the 
tendency so prevalent of neglecting to keep the 
tongue under due control, that I desire to warn 
you. Men swerve from truth without intending 
to deceive, and exaggerate and are insincere 
from mere want of consideration. There are 
conventionalities of speech which are so far 
harmless that no precise meaning is attached to 
them; but how often is the ninth command* 
ment infringed from an idle habit of talking; 
and how rarely do we sufiiciently remember 
what St. James so emphatically tells us, '^ that 
the tongue is an unruly member, full of deadly 

s Matt. xii. 27. 
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poison '/' I do not speak of those who spread 
evil reports by design, and maliciously bear 
false witness against their neighbour ; but defa- 
matory reports are repeated, not only unneces- 
sarily, but without knowledge of their truth; 
and subjects and characters are made subjects of 
discussion, on which it would be far better to 
be silent. The misuse of words is, indeed, a 
secret fault against which we must pray to be 

cleansed. 

The Disciple. 

The same Apostle is urgent upon this point ; 
for he over and over repeats the injunction, ^^ If 
any man among you seem to be religious, and 
bridleth not his tongue, this man^s religion is 
vain *.^^ And again, ^^ If any man offend not in 
word, the same is a perfect man, and able also 
to bridle the whole body*.^' 

The Master. 

Thou canst not over-estimate the importance 
of observing the Psalmisf s resolution, ^^ I will 
take heed unto my ways, that I offend not with 
my tongue.^' It is, if I may use the expression, 
the deviFs master-snare, and shows itself in the 

" James iii. 8. * James i. 26. * James iii. 2. 
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vast influence the use of language has among 
men. How, for instance, the marvellous gift 
of eloquence caii mislead, when exerted in a 
wrong cause, and for a wrong end! How 
elevating and productive of good when exercised 
for a right purpose! How much of future 
reward or penalty will depend upon the way in 
which our faculty of speech has been employed ! 
And it will be continued to all eternity. Hymns 
of praise and Hallelujahs in heaven; curses 
deep and never-ending in hell! Thou canst 
not, therefore, too carefully .watch that in thine 
unguarded moments nought of evil proceed out 
of thy mouth, and that ^^ for every idle word 
thou wilt have to give account in the day of 
judgment/' There is yet, moreover, another 
point on which self-inspection is very necessary; 
namely, the due control of the thoughts. 

The Disciple. 

This IS, indeed, my Master, a most painful 
and difficult duty; for even when my heart is, as 
I hope, set aright, and I have no lurking sin I 
wish to conceal, seeking to approach God in 
serious devotion, evil thoughts intrude with 
such force, that in my bewilderment I am led to 
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imagine my utterance but mockery, my prayers 

deceit. 

The Master, 

The suggestions to which you allude are 
indeed grievous, and often come upon those who 
are most removed from temptation to do evil. 
Whatever shape, however, they assume, thou 
needst not be dismayed. Evil thoughts come 
from without, and are only sinful according as 
they meet acceptance. When the devil tempted 
our Lord in the wilderness, the God-man learnt 
what temptation meant ; but the suggestions of 
Satan passed over Him innocuous, because, 
from the sinlessness of His humanity, they 
could find no admittance. This can never be 
our case on this side the grave; for, as the 
ninth Article declares, '^This infection of nature 
doth remain; yea, even in them that are re- 
generated.^^ Thou must always, therefore, be on 
the watch lest such suggestions meet response ; 
and it is only as thou mayest advance towards 
such perfection as thou art capable of attaining, 
that evil thoughts, no less than evil desires, 
will fall harmless, like darts upon a coat of mail. 
The wild boar out of the forest will prowl about 
thee in vain, if thou do not open the door to his 
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approach ; but thou must never allow thyself to 
be off thy guard. 

I have now said enough to point out how 
thou mayest not only be preserved from the 
dominion of presumptuous sins^ but may like- 
wise be cleansed from thy secret faults ; and my 
prayer is that my words, as far as they are in 
accordance with His holy will, "may be so 
grafted inwardly in our hearts/^ that they may 
tend ^' to bring forth the fruit of good living/' 
both to him who has spoken and to him that 
has heard. 

The Disciple. 

May I, too, add in the words of the Psalmist, 
"The testimonies that Thou hast commanded 
are exceeding righteous and true */' '^ Hold 
Thou me up, and I shall be safe: yea, my 
delight shall be ever in Thy statutes '/' 

• Ps. cxix. 138. ' Ibid. 117. 
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"Cease, my son, to hear the instettction which 
cau8eth to esb fbom the words of knowledge.'* 
—Prov. xix. 27, 

Thb Disciple. 

npHOU hast extorted me, my Master, to meet 
■*- those with whom I differ on doctrinal 
questions in a tolerant and loving spirit, yet 
there are some to whom T should find it difficult 
to hold out the hand of Christian fellowship. 

The Master. 

My advice only applies to those who acknow- 
ledge, with ourselves, the voice of Inspiration. 
Thus far we have the bond of a mutual faith. 
Deny that voice, and I consider the bond 
dissevered. 

The Disciple. 

Yet the question is often opened in a free and 
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bold manner by not a few who would indig- 
nantly deny that they were unbelievers. But 
they would re-shape Revelation according to 
what they consider a more liberal models the 
received formula of the Catholic Faith being too 
narrow for their enlarged comprehensions. 

The Master. 

Yes, the design of the Divine Author has, 
according to them, been cramped and con- 
fined by human ignorance and intolerance. 
But this is nothing new. Scripture has ever 
been carped at by unbelief, more or less 
avowed ; and we know how the whole structure 
of society was shaken to its very foundations, 
throughout Europe, by the godless philosophy 
of the last century. The sceptic now takes a 
way less direct, perhaps, but not less sure, for 
undermining the Faith. One of the most pre- 
valent modes at the present day is to raise up 
Christian morality at the expense of dogma. 
We are told, as is true, that love is the basis on 
which Christian morality must stand. But love 
having been so much interrupted by the vehe- 
mence of controversy, all dogma must be alike 
of mere human invention. It being impossible^. 
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moreover, to arrive at truth without clearer 
evidence than we possess, it is intolerant and 
false to hold that the Church can have authority 
to impose a system of belief for universal recep- 
tion ; truth being such as may present itself to 
each without the possibility of any ulterior test. 
The consequence of course is that the Scriptures 
are subjected to severe criticism; every diffi- 
culty, real or imaginary, is ostentatiously brought 
forward, and only such portion admitted to be 
God's Word as recommends itself to " the veri- 
fying faculty,^' enlightened by philosophic in- 
quiry. This is the shape in which Rationalism 
has appeared among us of late. That it strikes 
at the root of Revelation is obvious. God is 
brought to the bar of man's judgment. What 
this judgment may approve is accepted, what 
will not stand the test is rejected. 

The Disciple. 

The general extension of knowledge, espe- 
cially scientific, has a natural tendency to pro- 
mote intellectual self-sufficiency ; and the effect, 
especially on the minds of the young, it is much 
to be feared, is spreading widely. 
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The Master. 

No period of life is exempt from the influence 
of teaching which exalts the capacity of the 
human intellect ; and there are some minds so 
constituted^ that speculation seems their natural 
element^ and to keep in the beaten path an 
intolerable restraint. Moreover^ there is some- 
thing attractive in many of the promulgers of 
these new doctrines. They are not merely 
amiable^ but religious, according to their views 
of religion ; and the plausible manner in which 
they uphold their tenets too often appears con- 
vincing to the unsettled and superficial. It is 
this that makes them so dangerous; and it is 
not too much to say that the sophistries of the 
earlier sceptics, the doubting subtilties of Hume, 
and the blasphemies of Voltaire were, on the 
whole, less injurious to truth than the insidious- 
ness of the modem school of rationalists. 

The Disciple. 

We are warned throughout Scripture against 
idolatry, and not without cause, for the idol of 
Reason is set up now scarcely less glaringly 
than the Goddess of Reason was placed as an 
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object of adoration on the altars of the Church 
during the heat of the French Revolution. In 
both cases has human nature been deified^ and 
God deposed from His sovereignty. 

The Master. 

This is literally being exemplified among us 
at the present time. After exhibiting various 
phases abroad, especially in Germany and 
France, Rationalism has appeared in two dif- 
ferent shapes which would have startled even 
the heathen philosophers of old. In one case 
the Deity is resolved into an all-pervading 
influence, differing entirely firom that of God, 
as it involves no personality. Thus, confound- 
ing the Creator with the creature, worship is 
offered to universal nature instead of to its 
Author. A shadowy and misty Pantheism 
supersedes the Triune God; the one ruling 
Spirit is degraded into an unsubstantial essence. 
The other case is yet more fantastic and vi- 
sionary. The idea of God is altogether re- 
pudiated; faith, as a principle, is denied, and 
worship is paid to some visible human object. 
It might almost seem that infidelity had 
now reached its extremest bound of ab- 
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surdity, were not the arts of the devil in- 
exhaustible. 

The Disciple. 

It is difficult to believe that the licentious- 
ness of speculation can exceed the extravagances 
of the Pantheistic and Positivist theories. But 
how dreadM the thought that men should 
wantonly dare to throw off the blessed verities 
of the Christian faith, to embrace such vain 
and empty shadows ! 

The Master. 

It is, indeed, an awful consideration, that a 
creature so poor and impotent as man should 
venture thus to defy his Almighty Creator 1 
Something might be said for those who, carried 
away by their passions, with unruly wills and 
unsubdued affections, try to shut their eyes 
against a God Whose favour they have for- 
feited. But what can be thought of such as so 
pervert the powers committed to them, that 
their chiefest boon, their intellectual faculties, 
they employ to affi*ont and deny Him from 
Whom they have received them ? Why came 
they into the world, if this world be all ? Why 
distinguished from the brutes, if not for some 
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ulterior purpose? To what owe they their 
existence but to a Sovereign Will ? . Or, if they 
admit Christianity, in what is theirs superior 
to a mere system of morals, if the personality 
of Christ, in His double nature, is doubted 
or denied? If He lived not on earth, and 
died not on the cross— if He stand not before 
the Father as our Mediator and Redeemer — 
where shall we, sinners as we are, appear? If 
we may not love Him, Who so loved us, what 
resting-place for the affections are we conscious 
of possessing, since all around us, like ourselves, 
is passing away ? If we cannot pray to Him 
with confidence, and He hear and answer our 
prayers, how meet the trials, the troubles, the 
disappointments of life? If there be no Holy 
Spirit to guide, support, and comfort us, how 
could we ever hope to present ourselves fitting ob- 
jects for His adoption ? Better be as the beasts 
that perish than profess Christianity without a 
personal, ever-present, ever-loving Christ. And 
as regards those who blasphemously deny or 
explain away the existence of God, *' professing 
themselves to be wise, they do indeed become 
fools ^^ — fools while on earth, how much more 
than fools when sent into eternal perdition I 
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They will then know Hiat there is a God. He 
will not be denied hereafter^ however rejected 
now. And what will gloomy Atheism have to 
oflfer then? What refuge, what hope^ what 
blessing? They will return to their dust, but 
will all their thoughts perish? It were well 
for them if it thus could be. 

The Disciple. 

Pride and wilful blindness will doubtless be 
the cause — to how great a number ! — of forfeiting 
their eternal inheritance. But there are many, 
also, who are involved in inextricable perplexity 
by the difficulties Revelation offers, and think 
to escape these difficulties only by rejecting 
Revelation altogether. 

The Master. 

This may be so, and God is a merciful Judge ; 
but allowing these difficulties, do their systems 
present fewer ? They may try, if they please, 
to reduce the Bible to be a mere collection of 
legends ; but will the book of nature be easier 
to read ? They may discard the mystery of the 
Gospel as irrational, but do they find none in 
the ordinary course of life? Rest assured of 
H % 
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this, Grod will not allow His secrets to be pryed 
into by the mere light of unassisted reason; 
and the Atheist here may be more consistent 
than the Deist. It were better to act upon the 
conviction that the existing order of things 
proceeds from some fortuitous combination^ than 
to admit a superintending, or at least an ori- 
ginating God^ and then to define and limit His 
powers according to human device. 

The Disciple. 
We have noticed, though with many grand 
examples to the contrary, the efiect the wide 
expansion of knowledge has upon the minds 
especially of those who devote themselves to 
the pursuit of any branch of science, in con- 
tracting and narrowing their spiritual percep- 
tions. They are so dazzled by the light which 
opens around them, they can see nothing dis- 
tinctly beyond. 

The Master. 
The idolatry, as I have said before, to which 
human nature is so prone, and against which 
Scripture so constantly warns, looks inward 
with them. While the heathen worship wood 
^nd stone, or an earthly representation of some- 
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thing beyond which they cannot reach^ the 
scientific philosopher too often forms his ideal 
of perfection upon the unlimited expansion of his 
intellectual faculties. Yet how much grander 
the sphere of mystery into which they cannot 
penetrate ! Through the mists which surround 
it the enlightened Christian can see shadows^ 
more or less distinct^ of things far greater than 
mere human wisdom, in its widest stretch, 
could comprehend. Our existence begins in 
mystery, and, as far as this life is concerned, in 
mystery it must end. It is only in the next 
life the clouds will disappear, and even then we 
know not whether a veil may not cover the 
machinery wherewith the Mighty Artificer car- 
ries on the work of the universe. Be that 
however as it may, here we can but " see 
through a glass darkly ;'' and instead of our 
intellectual powers being perfected in their pre- 
sent state of existence, they are only ripening 
for something higher and better. And let man 
in his pride think what he will, this can only 
be done through the influence of God's Holy 
Spirit; and earthly knowledge, be it what it 
may, will but cramp and confine, unless it carry 
on to the divine, and press forward into the 
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region of faith. Let the philosopher speculate^ 
the wise and learned expatiate; let them exa- 
mine the heavens^ and explore the earthy or 
devote themselves to unravel the intricacies of 
mental development, — it is of no use. There is 
a voice that says, ^^ Thus far, and no farther/' 
One only star among the myriads in the firma- 
ment could lead the Eastern sages to the 
wished-for Presence; and there is but One 
Light still that can guide our steps to their 
destined end. Those who follow it not will 
only grope about more hopelessly, and prove, 
what the Preacher has taught, that aU is 
vanity. But thy powers, whatever they be, 
are not to be hidden imder a bushel. Grod has 
given them that they may be employed for 
wise and good purposes. Explore the heavens 
or the earth, open the storehouse of nature, 
investigate truth, devote thy attention to social 
objects, to the improvement of taste and ex- 
tension of civilization ; do this according to thy 
bent, and thou doest well. But remember there 
is something beyond, and that the fruit thou 
mayest gather, however fair it seem, thou wilt 
find at last to contain but dust and ashes, 
unless it be gathered from the Tree of Life. 
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^'AWB I WILL PBAY THB FaTHBB, AND Hb SHALL OIYB 
YOU ANOTHBB CoHFOBTBB, THAT He MAY ABIDE WITH 
YOU FOB EYBB; EVEN THB SPIBIT OF TeUTH." — 

John xiv. 16. 

The Mastbe. 

npHE voice of the Holy Spirit is about to 
-■• address thee. Listen to His words with 
reyerence and awe. 



The Disciple. 
Speak, Lord ; for Thy servant heareth. 

The Voice of the Holy Spieit. 

The beloved Son, thy Saviour and Redeemer, 
promised when about to leave the world, that 
another Comforter should be sent, even the 
Spirit of Truth, to dwell with His disciples for 
ever, and to be the Agent whereby they might 
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be joined to His manliood. Art thou conscious^ 
as regards thyself^ that this promise has been 
performed ? 

The Disciple. 

^'O Lordj Thou hast searched me out and 
known me. Thou knowest my down-sitting 
and my uprising, Thou understandest my 
thoughts long before '." " Such knowledge is 
too wonderful and excellent for me; I cannot 
attain unto it*.^' 

The Voice op the Holt Spieit. 

I attended thee. My son, at the font. I have 
watched over thee with an eye yet more careful 
than a parentis. From thy youth up even until 
now, when the devil has whispered temptations^ 
I have ever sought to screen thee ; when 
unhappily yielding thy steps have wandered, I 
have sought thee wistfully. Whatever good is 
in thee I put into thy heart. Every upward 
aspiration I awoke, and have cherished. And 
to crown the work, I have made of thee a 
temple in which to dwell, unless violently 
expelled by continued disobedience. 

^ Ps. czzzix. 1. * Ibid. 6. 
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The Disciple. 

Yes, Blessed Spirit, I know that in my heart 
Thou wouldst find a temple. But oh, how 
defiled and im worthy of Thy presence! Evil 
spirits are always seeking admission, and often 
— how often ! — do I parley with them. 

The Voice op the Holt Spieit. 

As long as thy life continues, these attacks 
will not cease. Other troubles, too, will come 
upon thee, but the Paraclete will ever be thy 
help and support. If thou do not desert from 
Him, He will never forsake thee. 

The Disciple. 

The trials and troubles of life are indeed 
difficult to bear ; but grant that I may turn to 
Thee, the Holy Ghost, the Comforter, with un- 
swerving confidence and trust. 

The Voice of the Holy Spirit. 

Thy Saviour came on earth " a Man of sor- 
rows and acquainted with grief.^' Thou too. 
My son^ must have thy share, in whatever 
portion allotted* Thou must wend thy way 
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through the wilderness before thou cross the 
Jordan. The Land of Promise will not be 
reached till thou hast overcome the enemies 
which impede thy way. And thou must imi- 
tate His patience if thou hope to partake of 
His glory. Prom His Birth to His Ascension 
how patiently did He endure; what, as the 
Bearer of the Divine wrath. He was called upon 
to suffer ! Patient through the period of child- 
hood and youth j veiling His Divinity, and 
"increasing in wisdom and stature '' even like 
an ordinary man! Then, throughout His 
whole mission, how patient with the slowness 
of heart and want of faith of His disciples! 
patient with the hypocrisy and malice of the 
Jewish leaders — patient in His agony — patient 
amidst the scoffs of the infuriated multitude — 
patient with His false accusers and unjust 
judges — ^patient in His scourging on the Cross, 
and in His death. And patiently doth He bear 
with those whom He hath called to be His own, 
their imperfect repentance and frequent re- 
lapses. In all to which thou mayest be exposed 
thou must follow His example. Patiently must 
thou take from God what He may see fit to 
inflict upon thee; patient with thy fellow- 
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creatures — patient even with thyself in all thy 
manifold infirmities; and if Christian charity be 
nnited to Christian patience^ I will ever protect 
thee till the strife be over^ and the battle won. 
"When thou passest through the waters, I will 
be with thee; and through the rivers, they 
shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest 
through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; 
neither shall the flame kindle upon thee'/^ 
I am the Comforter now, and will carry thee 
through to the end. 

The Master. 

Thou hast heard the words of the Holy Spirit; 
the rest depends upon thyself. Pray not only 
for patience and perseverance, but earnestly 
beseech Him Who has now spoken to thee, that 
thou mayest have "a right judgment in all 
things.'^ Stedfastly resolve never to listen to 
any charmer, however wisely he may appear to 
charm *, who would strive to divert thee from 
the beaten track of Revelation. If men will 
dispute, and doubt, and disbelieve, "What is 
that to thee?— follow thou Me.'' 

» Isa. xliii. 2. * Pb. Iviii. 5. 
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The Disciple. 

Even so, my Master. "Make me. Blessed 
Spirit, ever to go in the way of Thy command- 
ments ; for therein is my desire.'^ " My delight 
shall be in Thy statutes ,• and I will not forget 
Thy word*.'' 

The Master. 

The Holy Spirit has addressed thee as the 
Comforter and Paraclete : He is likewise " the 
Spirit of Truth, Who guideth into all truth V^' 
If thou trust, therefore, to Him, thou wilt never 
go astray. Moreover, in the Nicene Creed He 
is called " the Lord and Giver of Life.'' Prom 
the time that " the Spirit of God moved upon 
the face of the waters '," He has continued to 
animate all creation : and is in a special manner 
the source of spiritual life. He is, too, our 
Sanctifier, and from our new birth in baptism 
never ceases making intercession for us before 
the throne of grace "with groanings which 
cannot be uttered." Nor is that intercession 
unavailing, since " He that searcheth the heart 
knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because 

* Fb. cxix. 86. 167. > John xvi. IS. 7 Gen. i. 2. 
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He maketh intercession according to the will of 
God */^ Yet further, as the Church was insti- 
tuted by the Holy Ghost on the Day of Pente- 
cost, so has He continued to organize and 
preside over it. 

The Disciple. 

I believe in one Holy Catholic Church, and 
as a member of Christ am likewise a member of 
the Church; but I do not quite comprehend 
what this membership comprises. 

The Master. 

Thou seest rightly that thou standest towards 
God in a double relationship, as an individual 
and as a member of the Church, These re- 
lationships are distinct, but inseparably united 
towards the formation of the Christian cha- 
racter. Thy individuality is derived from the 
first Adam ; thy Church membership originates 
with the second Adam. By the one descent 
thou art bom alone, live and die alone, and wilt 
appear alone to give thy final account. By the 
other thou art mystically incorporated into 

» Rom. viii. 26, 27. 
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Christ^s Body, " a member of His flesh and of 
His bones®/' At our baptism the two states 
are united; we are at the same time made 
individually members of Christ and members of 
the Christian community. The whole rests 
upon the fundamental doctrine of the Incar- 
nation. " In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.'' "And the Word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us \" Here, as regards us is the 
first and chiefest of mysteries : the mystery of 
our incorporation follows from it. It is com- 
menced, as I said above, at the font : it is 
nourished at the altar; and it is through the 
agency of the life-giving Spirit that these holy 
ordinances become available towards rendering 
us partakers of them : " One with Him, and He 
with us." Thou seest, then, that while singly 
thou art made a member of Christ, it is in the 
corporate capacity as a member of the Church 
thou acquirest full right to thy spiritual inherit- 
ance. Let this be for thy comfort: and with 
reference to worship, thy private prayers may 
be chiefly offered for thyself and for those more 
immediately claiming thy intercession. The 
• Eph. V. 80. . . 1 John i. 1. 14. 
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common prayer is for the whole body of the 
Church. 

The Disciple. 

But to render common prayer effectual^ the 
whole body of the Church should be united; 
yet how miserably does she suffer from our 
unhappy divisions I 

The Mastee. 

Never will the Church recover her full 
strength till these differences be healed, and the 
prayers of Christ^s servants are offered up with 
one voice and from one heart. But Christians 
who are divided and separated from one another 
may yet be joined in Him. And with this we 
must patiently abide the time when the rents in 
His seamless garment be made whole. Mean- 
while we may rejoice that there is an invisible 
Church where no such divisions exist, of those 
who are gone before, and are now anticipant of 
their coming glory. Of one thing, too, we 
may feel secure, God^s mercies are unlimited. 
All who have laboured in His service in a 
loving spirit, trusting solely in the efficacy of 
the Atonement, whatever has been their mistake 
as to their mode of admission, will be received 
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at last, and not lose their reward. Christians, 
however they differ here, will, if true in heart 
and sincere in faith, meet eventually together 
before the throne of grace. 
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"Fob the houb is coming, in the which all that aee 

IN THE GBAYES SHALL HEAB HiS VOICE, AND SHALL 
COME FOBTH; THEY THAT HAVE DONE GOOD, UNTO 
THE BESUBBECTION OF LIFE ; AND THET THAT HAVE 
DONE EYIL, UNTO THE BESUBBECTION OF DAMNATION." 

— JbA» V. 28, 29. 

The Disciple. 

rpHESE, my Master^ are indeed awfiil words ; 
-■- but I know whatever our Blessed Lord 
hath vouchsafed to declare must come to pass. 
To not a few, however, they are a stumbling- 
block. Can any sin, say they, committed by 
man during his short residence on earth merit 
an eternity of punishment? Can a God of 
mercy and justice have called a number of 
human beings into existence for such a fearful 
doom as this ? The word " ever " must surely 
be taken in a restricted sense in this as in other 
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places in Scripture; in Jeremiah^ for instance^ 
where it is stated that ^^Jonadab the son of 
Rechab shall not want a man to stand before 
Me for ever */' 

The Master. 

It is too true that Omniscience has been ar- 
raigned before the bar of human judgment, and 
condemned either as unjust and crueL or else as 
stating what He did not mean. Art thou of 
the number of the impugners? 

The Disciple. 

God forbid that I should for a moment ques- 
tion either His justice or His truth ! Yet it is 
difficult for a man living among his fellows 
full J to estimate transgression which can deserve 
such a tremendous doom. 

The Mastbe. 
All God^s dealings with humanity are diffi- 
cult for humanity rightly to comprehend. 
Look them well in the face, and then say what 
thy understanding can fully grasp. Though 
not the Author of evil, yet God permits it. 
* Jer. xzxY. 19. > 
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Canst thou give the reason why Omnipotence 
should allow the existence of what It loathes 
and detests? Canst thou explain why it was 
necessary that Christ should become man, in 
order to counteract the works of the devil, 
whom, as God, He could annihilate in a mo- 
ment ? Canst thou see the justice of the inno- 
cent suflfering for the guilty; the nature and 
extent of vicarious Atonement ? " God^s love 
is over all His works/^ Canst 'thou reconcile 
this love with His bringing multitudes into the 
world, whose inheritance He foresees will be 
death, and not life ? Let man boast as he will, 
there is no reserve, no alternative between 
atheism and simple belief. If God's Word is 
not received as He has given it, He is rejected 
altogether. He knows nothing of a question- 
ing faith. Whether gainsaid or no, in it is thus 
written. Over and over is the same declaration 
made, " And these " (the cursed) " shall go away 
into everlasting punishment : but the righteous 
into life eternal^.'' In the Greek the woi'd 
ald)vu)<; is applied to both. Though somewhat 
differing in the translation, the meaning is the 
same. If the punishment be not for ever, 
s Matt. zxY. 46. 

I a 
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neither will the life. Art thou prepared for 
this solution ? 

The Disciple. 

No^ mj Master; let the Universalist^ as he 
is pleased to call himself^ theorize as he may. 
Hell can never be made a preparation for 
Heaven. The only alternative is eventual anni- 
hilation ; and if the Word eternal can be thus 
explained away, what security is there that the 
righteous will not equally suffer annihilation ? 
And who could bear the thought ? If in God^s 
unerring justice the eternity of Hell rests on 
the same basis as the eternity of Heaven, as 
seems to me indisputable, no doubt shall ever 
rest on my mind. Shall not the Lord of all the 
earth do right ? 

The Masteb. 

We see now through a darkened glass. Our 
eyes are too dim, our mental grasp too limited, 
to comprehend more than has been revealed. 
Thus much, however, we are assured, that 
though men will be judged by^ perfect justice, 
that justice will be tempered with perfect mercy. 
The accuser, we are told, will stand before the 
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judgment-seat; but He that sitteth thereon 
will be no less our Advocate than our Judge. 
If we have rejected Him, and present ourselves 
impenitent before His tribunal. He assuredly 
will reject us ; but if we have come to Him in 
faith, humbly confessing our sins before it be 
too late. He will receive us as His own, to be 
placed among the sheep on His right hand. 

The Disciple, 

Thou hast said that as we live and die alone, 
80 we shall appear singly before the judgment- 
seat of Christ; but if we shall be reunited, and 
recognize in the disembodied state those whom 
we have loved here, the connexion surely has 
not entirely ceased now. Am I not, then, at 
liberty to offer up my poor prayer for the de- 
parted, that we may meet before the throne of 
Grace, where their bliss, as well as ours, we 
hope may be perfected ? 

The Master. 

In the first Reformed Liturgy, the Prayer for 
"the Whole State of Christ's Church,'' which 
was superseded in the second Liturgy by the 
Prayer now in use, is thus beautifully worded. 
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After commemorating Holy Patriarchs, Pro- 
phets. Apostles, and Martyrs, the Prayer con- 
tinues, ''We commend unto Thy mercy, O 
Lord, all other Thy servants which are departed 
hence from us, with the sign of faith, and do 
now rest in the sleep of peace. Grant unto 
them, we beseech Thee, Thy mercy and ever- 
lasting peace; and that at the day of the 
general Resurrection we, and all they which be 
of the mystical Body of Thy Son, may alto- 
gether be set on His right hand, and hear that 
His most joyful voice, ' Come unto Me, O ye 
that be blessed of My Father, and possess the 
kingdom which is prepared for you from the 
banning of the world/ Grant this, O Father, 
for Jesus Christ^s sake, our only Mediator and 
Advocate/' The reasons for the alteration in 
the fifecond Liturgy I need not now enter upon. 
But the Church tribunal has, nevertheless, 
decided that prayer for the dead is not un- 
lawful'; and it is well that so it be. It is 
certainly more Catholic to pray for " the whole 
state of Christ's Church'' than to limit our 

' Sir Herbert Jenner decided in the case Breeks o. Wool- 
frey, that prayers for the dead have not been forbidden by 
the Church of England. 
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prayer to ^' the Churcli militant here in earth/^ 
Commemoration of the dead is found in the 
four early Liturgies; and had the compilers of 
the second Book of Common Prayer intended to 
condemn the practice, they would have infringed 
the rule by which the Anglican Reformation 
was framed, adherence to the teaching of 
Catholic antiquity. I should indeed be loth to 
think all connexion was lost between the living 
and the dead; and it would require higher 
authority than can be brought forward to make 
me forego the greatest comfort that can remain 
when earthly ties are dissolved. 

The Disciple. 

True, my Master; it would add greatly to the 
desolation of bereavement if, while intercession 
is commanded for those on earth, we were for- 
bidden to pray for a blessed reunion with the 
loved ones no more seen among us. And how 
dreadful the thought, how many there are whom 
we daily meet who will be rejected at the last ! 
Yet the bulk of mankind seem to err more from 
neglect and carelessness than from any delibe- 
rate wish to offend. Nay, there are some who 
appear to be leading exemplary lives, who are 
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yet regardless of the offered terms of salvation. 
Am I presumptuous^ then, in asking whether 
there may not be gradations of punishment in 
Hell, as of reward in Heaven ? 

The Master. 

I repeat, that we can never in our present 
state fully comprehend the malignity of sin any 
more than we can embrace the depth and 
breadth of the work the Atonement has effected. 
How much sin exists under a fair disguise, and 
how fer the meritorious intercession of our 
Saviour and Redeemer may prevail, we cannot 
know. But there is justice in the idea that, as 
there are various degrees of guilt, so there will be 
various gradations of punishment. Benevolence 
and amiability, though merely worldly, cannot 
stand in God^s eyes in the same light as crueliy 
and daring wickedness. The withdrawal of the 
Divine countenance ; endless remorse, bitter and 
deep, for the rejection of the proffered terms of 
redemption ; the ceaseless gnawing within from 
the knowledge of what they are, compared with 
what they might have been, — all this maybe the 
punishment allotted to some, while dreadful 
torments inappreciable await the more auda- 
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cious in guilt. Mercy will doubtless extend 
far more widely than we can imagine; but 
justice^ perfect justice, must still prevail. 

The Disciple. 
But again: as to those who will be saved. 
The larger number of these may have led care- 
less, or perhaps evil lives, and their hearts have 
been only touched by a late repentance. They 
may, indeed, be as brands snatched from the 
fire; yet unless a most sudden and miraculous 
change come over their souls when liberated 
from the body, though redeemed by faith in the 
atoning Blood of the Saviour, they must widely 
differ from those who have struggled, and 
fought, and suffered for the truth during the 
whole course of their lives. Eventually they 
will all alike be clothed with the righteousness 
of the Redeemer ; but will not the white robes 
vary in lustre in some proportion to th^ con- 
dition in which deiith found them? I have 
been somewhat perplexed by the parable which 
says that the same award will be given to those 
who have been called at the eleventh hour, and 
to those who have borne the heat and burden of 

the day *. 

« Matt. XX. 12. 
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The Mastbe. 

No perplexity need attach to the question 
thou hast put when rightly .understood. One and 
'^ all have sinned, and come short of the glory 
of God * /' and therefore no one can be justified 
and accepted but through the alone merits of 
our Blessed Saviour and Redeemer. Here, 
then, all the redeemed stand on the same 
footing; all alike are saved by faith in His 
vicarious atonement. But there is this distinc- 
tion; all who are saved will be rewarded ac- 
cording to their works. "He that has sown 
plenteously will reap plenteously, and he that 
has sown sparingly will reap sparingly.^' All 
the redeemed will receive their penny— their gift 
of salvation ; but those who were called earliest 
in their childhood to the vineyard may not have 
been the most careful and assiduous; or those 
who were gifted with the greatest advantages 
may not have made the best use of them. But 
all, at whatever hour they may be called, will 
receive at God^s hands what is right. And thus 
some who appear to be first may by Him Who 
reads the heart be accounted among the last, 

• Bom. iii. 23. 
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and those least apparent may be reckoned 
among the first. 

The Disciple. 

But as there will be various stations in the 
kingdom of Heaven, there must be various dis- 
positions and qualifications; and to these men 
appear to be appointed by God^s absolute 
decree. 

The Mastee. 

God's decree is absolute only as to the call- 
ing; to obey or neglect that calling is left to 
free will. And glory through all eternity will 
be proportionate. Indeed, for those who have 
suffered martyrdom for Christ's sake — and how 
many there may be of such to God's all-seeing 
eye who can tell? — ^there is a special place 
even now reserved ; for we are told in the Apoca- 
lypse that, on the opening of the Fifth Seal, 
the blessed Evangelist saw "under the altar 
the souls of those who were slain for the Word 
of God, and for the testimony which they 
held^." 

The Disciple. 

They who have endured much tribulation 

6 fiov. Ti. 9. 
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and had their robes washed in the Blood of the 

Lamb seem thus to be reserved in a special 

manner by God^s holy keeping. But have we 

any information as to those who are daily and 

hourly passing away, without any peculiar 

mark, as far as we know, either of good or 

evil? 

The Mastee. 

As regards the state of the disembodied 
spirit generally. Scripture tells but little. In 
the parable of Dives and Lazarus we are in- 
formed that the righteous are at rest, and that 
mutual recognition is allowed in Hades. And 
our Blessed Lord promised the penitent thief 
that he should be that day with Him in Para- 
dise. We may come, then, to the conclusion 
that, while the souls of the righteous are in a 
state of peace and of blessed anticipation, the 
souls of the unredeemed are looking forward 
with terror and despair. 

The Disciple. 

In the Articles, the Doctrine of Purgatory, as 
was taught at the time of the Reformation, and 
still, I believe, is received by the Church of 
Rome, is condemned. But may we not yet 
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believe in some purifying process by which the 
souls of the redeemed may be gradually pre- 
paring for the purer and higher light they are 
eventually to enjoy, for which not a few are but 
little fitted when they leave the world ? 

The Mastee. 

The Doctrine of Purgatory is a mediseval 
development, with much addition and variation, 
from an opinion which generally prevailed in 
the early age of the Church, namely, that the 
souls, except of saints and martyrs, went 
through some course of purification in the 
intermediate state. But as no Scripture autho- 
rity could be produced, I am not aware that it 
was ever made a prominent point of doctrine, 
still less an Article of Faith. The idea, how- 
ever, is certainly reasonable, and may reconcile 
some of the difficulties which in this matter 
present themselves. There is a school of theo- 
logy, indeed, which would consider any such 
process as inconsistent with, and derogatory to, 
the great work completed by our Blessed 
Saviour for us ; and speaks of the emancipated 
spirit as proceeding at once to glory. Yet 
glory cannot be consummated till the reunion 
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of body and soul after the day of judgment. It 
may be that the Sun of Righteousness, though 
yet distant, may gradually dissipate the mists 
with which connexion with the body has enve- 
loped the soul. It may be that keen regret at 
the time mispent, at the evil habits indulged in 
and opportunities neglected, more vivid from 
the knowledge of what sin is, may in some way 
have a purifying and sublimating influence, 
preparing the soul for its Aiture destination. 
Indeed, I can scarce doubt that the transit 
once made, and freed from the entanglements of 
the flesh, the past will rise in tremendous awful- 
ness before us. Acts good or evil, fruits matured 
or marred — all will appear with a distinctness 
overwhelming, but for the near presence of Him 
Who sought and saved us I And then the 
blessed thought that the soul which has passed 
out of the world pure and innocent, or deeply 
penitent for the soils it may have contracted, 
may be folded within the everlasting arms, like 
an infant nursling in its mother's bosom, till it 
be strengthened and fitted for the work it may 
have to perform when reunited to its glorified 
body. And whatever be our state, we shall all 
be safe ! The devil has done his worst; he can 
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do no more. He has been foiled, and we are 
secure from his attacks for ever. Nor can the 
inward motions of sin again mislead ns : all is 
rest — ^all is peace. Doubts and difficulties no 
more distress; disappointments and bereave- 
ments have ceased; tears, and sorrowing and 
sighing are done away. No fear now of Hell, 
or the second death. The battle has been 
fought, the victory won, and the soul rests in 
the hands of its Saviour and Redeemer, till it 
be called to fulfil its higher destiny in Heaven. 

The Disciple. 

High and comforting words, my Master, to 
them who can rightfully appropriate them! 
But of the generations that have passed, and 
are passing around me, where are they now? 
And for myself? Verily the wear and tear of 
life has told upon me! Would that I could 
now feel as I once did, when sensibly aroused 
by the voice of the Spirit. It seems as if all 
were dull and dead within me ; and, though I 
strive to do my duty, I could almost fear that 
the accusation of that Spirit to the Ephesian 
Church would apply to myself: '^I know thy 
works, and thy patience, and thy endurance ; 
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nevertheless I have somewhat against thee^ 
because thou hast left thy first love '/' Yes, I 
could indeed fear that the doom were upon me, 
did I not feel in my inmost heart that, in 
spite of all my inconsistencies, my weariness and 
coldness, I could yet appeal, as did St. Peter, 
" Lord, Thou knowest that I love Thee;^' not 
with the warmth I so much desire, but with 
sincerity and truth. 

y Rev. u. 2—4. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

"Akd He spake to them a fabable; Behold the 
fig tbee, and all the teees ; whek they now 
shoot foeth, te see and know of youe own 
8elyb8 that summeb is now nigh at hand. so 
likewise ye, when ye see these things comb 
to pass, know ye that the kingdom of god is 
NlGH AT HAND." — LuJce XXl. 29 — 31. 

The Disciple. 

rpHOUGH our Blessed Lord was ever anxious 
-*- to check any unnecessary curiosity in His 
followers^ He nevertheless appears, just before His 
Passion, to have foretold the dreadful convulsions 
which were to precede His coming to judgment. 
In the Revelation we have still fiirther disclosures 
as to what is to accompany the great final con- 
flict ; but the event seems to us so far off as to 
cause no disquiet. Things go on much as they 
always have, and the Church, though tossed 
about on the waves of this troublesome world, 

K 
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still holds her course, though I own it requires 
a settled faith to bear in mind that the great 
Pilot is ever at the helm, and is keeping His 
promise to be with her even to the end. 

The Master. 

Here is our security amid the signs and 
omens which seem to be gathering round. 
When the Prophet saw from the height of 
Carmel the cloud like a man's hand, it was the 
promise of returning prosperity. The clouds 
discernible now are rather the threatenings of 
approaching storm. We are forewarned in the 
wonderful Book of Revelation that the Church, 
in her last struggle before her final triumph, 
will have to encounter a trial far greater than 
she has had yet to endure in her conflict with 
the powers of evil. Persecution before unheard of 
will then await her. Numbers upon numbers 
will desert her; with the aggravation that, 
while at her first propagation her enemies were 
from without, not a few of her most envenomed 
foes will be apostates from within. I have al- 
ways shrunk from attempting to expound this 
mysterious Book, since from the infinite discre- 
pancies of those who have done so, I have come 
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to the belief that a sure clue to the solution has 
never been granted yet to man. A few points, 
however^ seem clear^ and among them the awful 
foretellings of what will take place in the latter 
days. Unless those days be shortened no flesh 
should be saved; but for the elect's sake the 
great Disposer hath shortened ^^the days/' 
Mighty Babylon shall fall. The spirit of 
iniquity will be trodden under foot; and the 
victory gained^ He will be seen in the clouds, 
'^ and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because 
of Him\'' 

The Disciple. 

Fearful words, and most fearful the doom 
that awaits the rebellious nations of the earth. 
But what are the prognostics from which thou 
apprehendest that this dread consummation is 
near at hand ? 

The Mastee. 

I do not say that the end of all things is 
near at hand as men count nearness, for the 
times and seasons are known only to God. 
Moreover, we are told that the last day will 

1 Eev. i. 7. 
K 2 
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come as a thief in the nighty and taJ^e the 
rebellious world by surprise. Yet we are com- 
manded to observe '^ the signs of the times V' 
and they appear to me to present an increasingly 
ominous aspect. 

The Disciple. 

Yet in many respects the aspect is cheering. 
The sphere of Christian charities seems enlarging, 
and there is certainly more zeal and earnest- 
ness in religion than there was at no distant 
period. 

The Master. 

It is this that makes me consider " the signs ^' 
so portentous. As far as religion is concerned, 
the besom of destruction might, during the last 
century have swept over us with but little com- 
parative opposition. In fact it did so over a 
large portion of the civilized world. But this 
was not to be the end. The cause of God was 
not to be thus surrendered. A mighty conflict 
between the principles of good and evil is yet to 
take place, and the forces on each side are pre- 
paring for it. Those indifferent before are 
taking their place now, and the battle will be 
s Matt. xYi. 3. 
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fought out face to face. The Church of Christ is 
putting forth her powers. The faithful are 
becoming more faithful; the temporizers are 
gaining decision ; the earnest increasing in zeal ; 
and Grod's soldiers are, with more or less deter- 
mination, buckling on their armour. On the 
other side, the careless are taking a firmer 
aspect of defiance; the open enemy is more 
declared in his hostility, and the devil and his 
angels are more actively and hopefully at work. 
Never did false philosophy more abound, nor 
was infidelity more insidious in its attacks on 
Revelation. Even Atheism, as I have said 
before, is putting on new and more monstrous 
forms. Then the young, we are told, are to be 
instructed in every thing rather than in the one 
thing needful. The intellect is to be stimulated, 
morals even cultivated, as increasing civilization 
demands ; but Christianity as a system is de- 
nounced, or, at the best, is to be left to chance. 
Each, however inexperienced, is to form his own 
belief or unbelief, as he is at liberty to chooee 
his ordinary occupation. Forms of faith are 
to be superseded by increased intelligence. Truth 
is to be to every one just what he chooses 
to accept. And, as a necessary prelude, the 
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Churchy as a national institution^ is discouraged^ 
or^ at the best^ considered as a piece of State 
machinery. These, then, are the elements that 
are coming more and more into collision ; man 
regenerated by grace, with man in his natural 
corruption \ the powers of evil with the powers 
of good. And the former, we are foretold, will 
for a time prevail, till the Mighty Victor shall 
appear, " conquering and to conquer,'' and the 
final destruction of His enemies be accom- 
plished. It is on this account I have been so 
constantly urging thee to be on thy guard. 
Never did the devil more put on the aspect of 
an angel of light than he is now doing, seducing 
so many to their ruin. No superstition is so 
blinding as the superstition of imbelief. The 
sceptic will doubt against the clearest evidence. 
Any thing, indeed, will be accepted but the re- 
vealed Word of God. But rest thou secure on 
the Rock of ages. Hold fast by the Hand 
which now supports and guides thee; "for 
though heaven and earth shall pass away,'' His 
words of good to His friends, and evil to His 
shall not pass away." 
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•Though I walk theouoh thb yallby of thb 

SHADOW OF DEATH, I WILL FEAB NO EYIL ; FOB ThOU 
ABT WITH MB ; ThY EOD AND ThY STAFF COMFOET 

MB." — Ps, xxiii. 3. 



The Disciple. 

Y BEGIN to realize to myself the approach of 
-*■ death more sensibly than hitherto. It may 
be that the decline of physical power brings 
spiritual things more vividly to my thoughts. 
Whatever be the cause^ the separation of soul 
and body presents itself habitually to my 
imagination^ even amid the ordinary concerns 
of every-day life. 

The Mastbe. 

It is not unnatural that such should be the 
case. But what effect does the thought pro- 



yGoogk 



136 SPIRITUAL COMMUNINGS, 

duce ? Is it soothing or aJarming ? animating 
or discouraging ? 

The Disciple. 

I am unable fully to analyze the effects such 
impression makes. They appear much to vary. 
At one time awe, if not actual terror, prevails ; 
at another, a calmer and more hopeful feeling. 
But at the best I cannot divest the future of 
fear. The transit from the seen to the unseen ; 
the death-struggle, often so dreadful in its agony; 
the dim perception of what the grave will 
reveal ; the awful meeting with my God ; and 
the inward searching of His all-seeing eye, — ^how 
can this tremendous hour be contemplated, 
though it may not be close at hand, without 
appalling solemnity ? 

The Master. 

But do no rays of Divine love seem to pene- 
trate through the mist ? Art thou never able 
to take to thyself the blessed trust of the 
Psalmist, '^Though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil ; for 
Thy rod and Thy staff comfort me ''? 
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The Disciple. 

I know that I am not forsaken^ yet the sense 
of my own unworthiness makes me find diflS- 
culty in realizing to myself that I am under an 
ever-abiding protection. In truth, I am more 
a&aid of presumptuous confidence than of losing 
my fiill share of Divine comfort. I have read 
in books of devotion most vivid descriptions of 
the happiness of the redeemed, and in the night 
watches visions have from time to time en wrapt 
my senses. But to these I never willingly 
give way, lest I be misled by excited imagina- 
tion. 

The Master. 

Thou art right to be on thy guard against 
the mere delusions of fancy ; and a deep veil of 
mystery overhangs futurity ; yet enough is dis- 
closed in the revealed Word of God to cheer the 
faithful through the gloom with which the valley 
of the shadow of death seems to us enveloped. 

The Disciple. 

There are, indeed, passages on which I love 
to dwell, though unable to bring them fully 
home to myself. That in the Presence of God 



yGoogk 



138 SPIRITUAL COMMUNINGS. 

there will be fulness of joj^ and at His right 
hand pleasures for evermore^; that, restored to 
the image of our Blessed Lord and Saviour, we 
shall be likened in our degree to His glorious 
humanity; that we shall company with the 
assembly of saints and angels, and be employed 
in adoration, and in acts of loving obedience ; 
and this through ages which will never end, — 
here are, indeed, blessings beyond all imagina- 
tion. Would only that I could feel sure of 
entering into the Kingdom, even were I to 
stand for ever but just within the threshold ! 

The Master. 

If it were only in their own fitness that men 
could appear, who among the myriads of man- 
kind could ever enter ? Yet we know that the 
courts of Heaven will be full, and the beatific 
vision be disclosed to countless generations. It 
is not they who fear, but they who do not fear, 
who will miss the way. To those who patiently 
await their summons, the door will be eventually 

opened. 

The Disciple. 

What thou sayest is true, and I rest in hope.' 

' Pa. xvi. 12. 
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Yet how far removed from those transports of 
joy with which so many face the King of 
Terrors ! The strength of their faith seems to 
enable them not merely to look forward with 
hope, but with triumphant certainty. 

The Mastee. 

Faith will remove mountains, and what 
mountains more difficult than those which sin 
has raised around us ? But while God is the 
giver of faith, presumption is the devil's coun- 
terfeit. The one leads to the haven of rest, the 
other decoys over a precipice. Enthusiasm will 
too often mistake one for the other \ but of this 
you may feel certain, that your hold on Divine 
grace is not less secure because you distrust 
yourself; nor is your faith less firm because it 
does not produce ecstatic feelings, nor speak in 
a tone of triumph. 

The Disciple. 

And yet I would believe that my sense of the 
Divine Presence becomes day by day more vivid. 
As the shadows deepen round me, and time is 
drawing to its close, a light like the Shekinah 
penetrates through ; and while my soul shrinks 
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at its own unfitness^ corruption still adhering^ 
to its freest movements, and while nature 
stands trembling at the brink of the dark gulf, 
methinks if I could again hear the voice which 
once has spoken to me, I could face the prospect 
with confidence, if not with joy. For ''whom 
have I, Lord, in heaven, but Thee ? and there is 
none upon earth that I desire in comparison of 
Thee. My flesh and my heart faileth : but God 
is the strength of my heart, and my portion 
forever'.'' 

The Voice of the Holy One. 

I am, my son, thy Alpha and Omega, thy 
beginning and end. While the Holy Spirit has 
dwelt within thee, in the unity of the Godhead, 
I have been ever present; and if thou perceive 
now My Presence more vividly than heretofore, 
it is that the delusions of earth are loosening 
their hold. I know what the fear of death is, 
for I have encountered it. My humanity has 
borne what thou art about to pass through. 
And as an angel came to support Me in My 
agony, so hast thou a guardian spirit ever at 
thy side, who will bring thee through the last 
3 Pb. cxliii. 23> 24 
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conflict to the place of rest. Employ, then, the 
time that yet remains, it may not be long, in a 
close inquiry into the inward secrets of thy 
heart. Bring every act of thy life in strictest 
judgment before thee. Open to Me the full re- 
gister of thy sins. Weep contritely over what is 
noted in My book against thee, and I will tell 
thy Sittings, and put thy tears into My bottle ', 
not to thy condemnation, but to thy pardon. 
Put thy trust, then, in Me. I am not extreme 
to mark what thou hast done amiss. Thy con- 
trition I look to with favour; thy yearnings 
with love. They who approach Me on pre- 
sumption are not Mine ; but come in penitence 
and humility, and I will not shut thee out. 
Though a tender melancholy may hang over 
the thought of the dissolution of those ties 
which have been the solace of thy life, thy 
afiections will not die ; they are reserved for 
further development. Thus prepared and wait- 
ing, thy gloom will disperse, thy nerves be 
braced for the coming encounter, thy hopes be 
animated by the consciousness that though thy 
flesh crumble to dust, it will be reanimated; 
having been sown in corruption it will be raised 
» P». Ivi. 
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in incomiption. Unworthy as thou feel thyself, 
I will present thee to the Father as one I have 
redeemed; and having guided thee by My 
counsel, after that I will receive thee with 
glory*. Truly, My son, in the words of the 
Psalmist, thou shalt behold My Presence in 
righteousness, and when thou awakest up after 
My likeness, thou shalt be satisfied with it*. 
" He which testifieth these things saith. Surely 
I come quickly '/' 

The Disciple. 
Even so come. Lord Jesus. 

< PS. Ixxiii. 23. » Ps. xvii. 16. • Rev. xxii. 20. 



THE END. 
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tVamtngs of the Holy Week, &c.; 

being a Course of Parochial Lectures fgr the Week before 
Easter and the Easter Festivals. 

By the Rev. W. Adftmi» M. A., late Vicar of St. Peter's- in- 
the-East, Oxford, and Fellow of Merton College. 
Sixth Edition. Small 8vo. \s. 6d. 

Farewell Counsels of a Pastor to his 

Flock, on Topics of the Day: Nine Sermons preached at 
St. John's, Paddington. 
By Edward Meyriek Ghralbnni, D.D., Dean of Norwich. 
Third Edition, Small 8vo. 4^. 

An Illuminated Edition of the Book of 

Common Prayer, printed in Red and Black, on fine toned Paper; 
with Borders and Titles, designed after the manner of the 14th 
Century, by B. B. HolmM, F.S.A., and engraved by 0. Jewitt. 
Crown 8vo. White vellum cloth illuminated, ifij. 

This Edition of the Prayer Book may be had in various 
Bindings for presentation. 

Yesterday, To-day, and For Ever: a 

Poem in Twelve Books. 

By Edward Henry Bickeriteth, M.A., Incumbent of Christ 
Church, Hampstead, and Chaplain to the Bishop of Ripon. 
Third Edition, Small 8vo. 6j. 



The True Passover. 

By Thomaf Parry, D.D., Bishop of Barbados. 
Small 8vo. \s, (>d. 
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The Greek Testament. 

With Notes aii^ Intvttductions. 
By Ghr. Woiia^rorthy D.D., Archdeacon of Westminster, 
a Vols. ImpL 8vo. 4/. 

The Parts may be had separately, as follows : — 
The Gospels, 6/A Edition^ 21J. 
The Acts, t^tk Edition^ lar. 6</. 
St. Paul's EpisUes, t^h ^itiou, sis, 6d. 
General Epistles, Revelation, and Indexes, srd Ediiion, 2 is. 



The Acts of the Deacons ; being a 

Course of Lectures, Critical and Practical, upon the Notices 
of St. Stephen and St Philip the Evangelist, contained in the 
Acts of the Apostles. 
By Edward Uijriok GonlbnxA, D.D., Dean of Norwich. 
Second Edition. Small 8vo. 61. 



Sermons for Children ; being Twenty- 

eight Short Readings, addressed to the Children of St. Mar- 
garet's Home, East Giinstead. 

By the late Rev. J. M. Veale, D.D., Warden of Sackville 
College. 

Small 8vo. 3^. 



Eight Sermons on the History of the 

Church in Ireland, preached in Westminster Abbey. 
By Chr. Wordtworfh> D.D. 

Second Edition, Crown 8vo. {In the Press, ) 
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T^e Greek Testament. 

With a Critically revised Text f fk DigttBt of Various Read- 
ings ; Marginal References to Verbal and Idiomatic Usage ; 
Prolegomena; and a Critical and Exegetical Commentary. 
For the use of Theological Students and Ministers. 
By Henry Alford, D.D., Dean of Canterbury. 

4 Vols. 8V0. IQ2J. 

The Volumes are sold separately as follows \-^ 
Vol. I.— The Four Gospels. Sixth Edition. aSx. 
Vol. II.— Acts to II. Corinthians. Fifth Edition, 24r. 
Vol. III.— Galatians to Philemon. Fourth Edition, \%s. 
Vol. IV. — Hebrews to Revelation. Third Edition, 32J. 



The New Testament for English 

Readers; containing the Authorized Version, with a revised 
English Text; Marginal References; and a Critical and 
Explanatory Commentary. By Henry Alford, D.D., Dean of 
Canterbury. 

Now complete in a Vols, or 4 Parts, price i\s, 6</. 
Separately, 
Vol. I, Part I.— The three first Gospels, with a Map. Second 

Edition, lax. 
Vol. I, Part II.— St. John and the Acts. Secotid Edition, 

lor. ^. 
Vol. 2, Part L— The Epistles of St Paul, with a Map. idx. 
Vol a, Part II. —Hebrews to Revelation. 8vo. i6*f. 



Select Treatises of S, AthanasiuSy 

Archbishop of Alexandria, in Controversy with the Arians. 
Translated with Notes and Indices. 

a Vols. 8vo. {In t/ic Press.) 
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Arithmetic for the Use of Schools ; 

with a numerous coUectfon of Examples. 

By B. D. Bead^, M.A., Head Master of Grantham Grammar 
School, and formerly Fellow of St. John's Collie, Cambridge ; 
Author of ** Elements of Plane Trigonometry." 
i2mo. 5x. 
The Examples are also sold separately: — Part /., Elementary 
Rules, Sd. Part IL, Higher Rules, u. 6</. 

The Formation of Tenses in the Greek 

Verb ; showing the Rules by which every Tense is Formed 
from the pure stem of the Verb, and the necessary changes 
before each Termination. By C. 8. JTerram, M. A., late Scholar 
of Trinity College, Oxon. 

Crown 8vo. u. dd. 

Professor Inman's Nautical Tables^ 

for the use of British Seamen. New Edition, by the Rev. 
J. W. Inmaxi, late Fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge, 
and Head Master of Chudleigh Grammar School. Revised, 
and enlarged by the introduction of Tables of \ log. haver- 
sines, log. differences, &c. ; with a more compendious method 
of Working a Lunar, and a Catalogue of Latitudes and Longi- 
tudes of Places on the Seaboard. 

Royal 8vo. au. 

Arithmetic^ Theoretical and Practical ; 

adapted for the use of Colleges and Schools. 

By W. H. Girdlestone, M.A., of Christ's College, Cam- 
bridge. 

Crown 8vo. df. 6</. 

A Greek Primer for the use of Schools. 

By the Rev. Charles H. Hole, M. A., Scholar of Worcester 
College, Oxford ; late Assistant Master at King Edward's 
School, Bromsgrove. 

Crown 8vo. \s. 
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Sacred Allegories : 

The Shadow of the Cross— The Distant Hills— The Old Man's 
Home — The King's Messengers. 

By the Rev. W. AdamB, M.A., late Fellow of Merton 
College, Oxford. With Illustrations. 

New Edition, Small 8vo. 5J. 

Tlie Four Allegories are also publisJud separately in iSmo,, is, each 

in limp cloth, 

Egypt's Record of Time to the Exodus 

of Israel, critically investigated : with a comparative Survey of 
the Patriarchal History and the Chronology of Scripture ; 
resulting in the Reconciliation of the Septuagint and Hebrew 
Computations, and Manetho with both. 

By W. B. Galloway, M.A., Vicar of St. Mark's, Regent's 
Park, and Chaplain to the Right Hon. Lord Viscount Ha- 
warden. 

8vo. {^Nearly ready, ) 

Private Devotions for School-boys ; 

together with some Rules of Conduct given by a Father to his 
Son, on his going to School. 

By William Henry, third lord lyttelton; revised and cor- 
rected by his Son, fourth Lord Lyttelton. 
Fifth Edition, 32mo. (id, 

A Selection from a Course of Lectures, 

delivered to candidates for Holy Orders, comprising a Summary 
of the whole System of Theology, Natural and Revealed. 
By JTohn Baadolph, D.D. (sometime Bishop of London). 
Crown 8vo. {Nearly ready, ) 

Henrys First Latin Book. 

By Thoxnas Xerohever Arnold, M.A., late Rector of Lyndon, 
and formerly Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. 
Tkventieth Edition, lamo. 3^-. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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Hymns and Poems for the Sick and 

Suffering ; in connexion with the Service for the Visitation of 
the Sick. Selected from various Authors. 

Edited by T. V. Foshery, M.A., Vicarof St. Giles's, Reading. 

This Volume contains 233 separate pieces ; of which about 
90 are by writers who lived prior to the i8th Century ; the rest 
are Modem, and some of these original. Amongst the names 
of the writers (between 70 and 80 in number) occur those of Sir 
J. Beaumont, Sir T. Browne, Elizabeth of Bohemia, Phiucas 
Eletcher, George Herbert, Dean Hickes, Bishop Ken, Francis 
Quarles, George Sandjrs, Jeremy Taylor, Henry Vaughan, Sir 
H. Wotton ; and of modem writers, Mrs. Barrett Browning, 
Bishop Wilberforce, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, William Words- 
worth, Archbishop Trench. Rev. J. Chandler, Rev. J. Keble, 
Rev. H. F. Lyte, Rev. J. S. Monsell, Rev. J. Moultrie. 
Nav and cheaper Edition, Small 8vo. 3J. 6^. 

Doderleins Handbook of Latin Syna- 

nymes. 

Translated from the German, by H. H. Arnold, B.A. 
Third Edition, i2mo. 4f. 

The Church Builder: a Quarterly 

Journal of Church Extension in England and Wales. Published 
in connexion with **The Incorporated Church Building Society." 
Volume for 18W. 

With Illustrations, Crown 8vQ.. \5, 6d, 

A Christian View of Christian His-- 

toqr« from ApostoHc to Mediaeval Tim««^ 
By JTohn Henry Blunt, M. A. 

Crown 8vo^ 7J, 
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A Practical Introduction to Latin 

Prose Composition : Part I. 

By Thomas Xerehever Arnold^ M.A., late Rector of Lyndon, 
and formerly Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. 
Fottrteenth Edition* 8vo. 6^. 6</. 



Practical Introduction to English 

Prose Composition. An English Grammar for Classical 
Schools ; with Questions, and a Course of Exercises. 

By Thomas Xerchever Arnold, M. A., late Rector of Lyndon, 
and formerly Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. 
Eighth Edition, i2mo. 4J. 6</. 



A Plain and Short History of England 

for Children : in Letters from a Father to his Son. With a Set 
of Questions at the end of each Letter. 
By Oeorge Bavjs, D.D., late Bishop of Peterborough. 
New Edition, is, 6d, 



A Manual of Confirmation, comprising 

— I. A General Account of the Ordinance. 2. The Baptismal 
Vow, and the English Order of Confirmation, with Short Notes, 
Critical and Devotional. 3. Meditations and Prayers on Pas- 
sages of Holy Scripture, in connexion with the Ordinance. With 
a Pastoral Letter instructing Catechumens how to prepare them- 
selves for their first CommiHiion. 
By Edward Xe3niok Ooolhum, D.D., Dean of Norwich. 
Seventh Edition, Small 8vo. i j. 6</. 
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Latin via English ; 

being the Second Part of Spelling turned Etymology. 

By Thomas Xerohever Arnold, M. A., late Rector of Lyndon, 
and formerly Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. 
TTiird Edition, i2mo. 4r. 6^. 

A Collection of English Exercises^ 

translated from the writings of Cicero, for School-boys to re- 
translate into Latin. 

By William Ellis, M.A. ; re-arranged and adapted to the 
Rules of the PubUc School Latin Primer, byJTohnT. White, 
D.D. 

i2mo. 3J. dd. 

A complete Greek and English Lexicon 

for the Poems of Homer, and the Homeridae ; illustrating the 
domestic, religious, political, and military condition of the 
Heroic Age, and explaining the most difficult passages. 

By G. Ch. Cmsins. Translated from the German, witli 
corrections and additions, by Henry Smith, Professor of 
Languages in Marietta Collie. Revised and edited by 
Thomas Xerohever Arnold, M. A., late Rector of Lyndon, and 
formerly Fellow of Trinity Collie, Cambridge. 
Third Edition, i2mo. 9J. 

A copious Phraseological English- 

Greek Lexicon ; founded on a work prepared by J. W. Fr&ders- 
dorff, Ph. Dr., late Professor of Modem Languages, Queen's 
College, Belfast. 

Revised, Enlarged, and Improved by the late Thomas Xer- 
ohever Arnold, M.A., formerly Fellow of Trinity College, 
Cambridge, and Henry Browne, M.A., Vicar of Pevensey, and 
Prebendary of Chichester. 

Fourth Edition, 8vo. 21J. 

XoiOron, ^xforXr, Bii)r CBmhtUygc 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



J\r£:W PAMPHLETS 
OK THE IBISE CHIJBCH QVESTIOir. 

BY THE BISHOP OF OSSORY. 

The Case of tJie Established Church in Ireland. By 

Jambs Thomas O'Brien, D.D., Bishop of Ossory, Ferns, and Leighliu. 
Third Edition. With Afipendix. 8vo. sj. 6rf. 

The Appendix may also be had separately, \s. 

BY LORD REDESDALE. 

Speech in the House of Lords on Friday, I'jth July, 

1868, on moving for a copy of the Coronation Oath ; with a Reply to an 
Article in the "Saturday Review." Svo. td. 

BY JOHN JEBB, D.D. 

The Rights of the Irish Branch of the United 

Church of England and Ireland Considered on Fundamental Principles, 
Human and Divine. By John Jedb, D.D., Rector of Peterstow, Prebendarj- 
and Praelector of Hereford Cathedral, and one of the Proctors for the Clerg)-^ 
of Hereford in the Convocation of Canterbury. Second Edition. Svo. if. 

BY THE REV. LORD O'NEILL AND THE REV. DR. LEE. 

The Church in Ireland, i. The Diffictdties of Iter 

Present Position Considered. By the Rev. Lord O'Neill, of Shane's 
Castle, formerly Prebendary of S. Michael's, Dublin. II. The Duty of 
Chtux:hmen in England and Ireland at this Crisis towards Her. By the 
Rev. Alfred T. Lee, LL.D., Rector of Ahoghill, and Chaplain to his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. Two Sermons, lately preached in the 
Parish Church of Ahoghill, Diocese of Connor. Second Edition. Svo. 6d. 

BY THE REV. G. R. GLEIG. 

Letters on the Irish Question. By G. R. Gleig, 

M.A., F.R.G.S., &c., Chaplain-General to the Forces, and Prebendary of St. 
Paul's. Republished from the "Times" and the "Standard." Svo. \s. 



The Irish Difficulty, i. The Church Question. 

2. The Land Question. 3. The Education Question. Being a Review of the 
Debate in the House of Commons on Mr. Maguire's Motion (March 10, 
1S6S}. By an Observer. Fifth Edition. Svo. td. 

The Church, the Land, and the Constitution; or, 

Mr. Gladstone in the newly-reformed Parliament Second Edition. Svo. td. 
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J\rE W PAMPHLETS. 

BY THE (LATE) ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY. 

A Charge, intended for Delivery to the Clergy of the 

Diocese of Canterbury, at his Second Visitation, 1868. By the Most 
Reverend Charles Thomas, late Lord Archbishop of Canterbury. 8vo. 

BY THE BISHOP OF WORCESTER. 

A Cltarge delivered to the Clergy and Churchwardens 

of the Diocese of Worcester. By Henry, Lord Bishop of Worcester, 
at his Visitation in June, x868. 8vo. if. dd. 

BY THE BISHOP OF PERTH. 

Christ s Spiritual Presence with His Worshippers 

the True Glory of His House : a Sermon preached in the New Pari^ 
Church of Stroud, Gloucestershire, on Wednesday, August 5, 1868 (the 
Morrow of the Consecration). By the Right Rev. Matthew Hale, D.D., 
Bishop of Perth. lamo. yL 

BY ARCHDEACON WORDSWORTH. 

On tlte Proposed Council at Rome: an Address^ at 

the Ordination of Priests and Deacons in the Diocese of Oxford, Sept 20, 
1868. By Chr. Wordsworth, D.D., Canon of Westminster, and Arch- 
deaccHi. 8vo. xs. 

Sacred Music: a Sermon preached at the Anni^ 

verssuy of the Choral Association of the Diocese of LlandafT, in the Cathe- 
dral Church of LlandafT, Sept 2, 1868. By Chr. Wordsworth, D.D., 
Archdeacon of Westminster. 8vo. 6d. 

BY ARCHDEACON BICKERSTETH. 

A Charge delivered at his Tenth Visitation of the 

Archdeaconry of Buckingham, in Tunc, 1868. By Edward Bickersteth, 
D.D., Prolocutor of the Lower House of Convocation of the Province 
of Csinterbury, Archdeacon of Buckingham, Honorary Canon of Christ 
Church, and Vicar of Aylesbury. 8vo. \s. 

BY THE REV. F. PIGOU. 

Tlte Power of Unostentatious Piety: a Sermon 

preached in St. Philip's Chapel, Regent Street, Sunday, June 14, and before 
the Queen and Royal Family, in the -yrivate Chapel, Windsor Casde. 
Sunday, Jime 2X. By Francis Pigou, M.A., F.R.G.S., Incumbent of 
St. Philip's. 8vo. &/. 

BY THE REV. C. CROWDEN, M.A. 

School Life; its Duties and Responsibilities, Two 

Sermons, preached to the Boys of Queen Elizabeth's Grammar School, 
Cranbrook, Kent By the Rev.'C. Crowdkn, M.A., Head Master. Small 
8vo. IS. 
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CATENA CLASSICORUM, 

A SERIES OF CLASSICAL AUTHORS, 

EDITED BY MEMBERS OP BOTH UNIVERSITIES UNDER 
THE DIRECTION OF 

THE REV. ARTHUR HOLMBS, M.A. 

FELLOW AND LECTURER OF CLARE COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE, LECTURER AND LATE 

FELLOW OF ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE, 

AND 

THE REV. CHARLES BIGG, M.A. 

LATE SENIOR STUDENT AND TUTOR OF CHRIST CHURCH, OXFORD, SECOND 
CLASSICAL MASTER OF CHELTENHAM COLLEGE. 

The following Parts have been already published:— 

SOPHOCLIS TRAGOEDIAE, 
Edited by R. C. J ebb, M.A. Fellow and Assistant Tutor of Trinity 
College, Cambridge. 
[Part I. The Electra. y. 6d, Part II. The Ajax. ss, 6(f. 

JUVENAUS SATIRAE, 
Edited by G. A. SiMCOX, M.A. Fellow and Classical Lecturer of 
Queen^s College, Oxford. [Thirteen Satires. s^» ^• 

THUCYDIDIS HISTORIA, 
Edited by Charles Bigg, M.A. late Senior Student and Tutor of 
Christ Church, Oxford. Second Classical Master of Chelten- 
ham College. 

[Vol. I. Books I. and II. with Introductions. 6j. 

DEMOSTHENIS ORATIONES PUBLICAE, 
Edited by G. H. Heslop, M.A. late Fellow and Assistant Tutor 
of Queen's College, Oxford. Head Master of St. Bees. 

[Parts I. & II. The Olynthiacs and the Philippics. 4x. 6^. 

ARISTOPHANIS COMOEDIAE, 
Edited by W. C. Green, M.A. late Fellow of King's College, 
Cambridge. Classical Lecturer at Queens* College. 

[Part I. The Achamians and the Knights. 4f. 
[Part II. The Clouds. 3J. M. 
[Part III. The Wasps, y. dd, 

ISOCRATIS ORATIONES, 
Edited by John Edwin Sandys, B.A. Fellow and Lecturer of 
St. Jolm's College, and Lecturer at Jesus College, Cambridge. 
[Part I. Ad Demonicum et Panegyricus. 4J. 6^. 
A PERSII FLACCI SATIRARUM LIBER, 
Edited by A. Pretor, M.A., of Trinity College, Cambridge, 
Classical Lecturer of Trinity Hall. 3^. 6^. 

Xontron, <dzfcrtr, antr eCambritrse 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



3S 



J9it%»tfi. laibington's fitto IpublicatiQns 



CA TENA CLASSICORUM— Opinions of the Press, 



Mr, /ebb's Sophocles. 



" Of Mr. Jebb's scholarly edition of 
the * Electra' of Sophocles we cannot 
speak too highly. The whole Play 
bears evidence of the taste, learning, 
and fine scholarship of its able editor. 
Illustrations drawn from the literature 
of the Continent as well as of England, 
and the researches of the highest clas- 
sical authorities are embodied in the 
notes, wlidch are brief, clear, and 
always to the point." — Lotidon Re- 
vUwt March i6, 1867. 

"The editorship of the work before 
us is of a very high order, displaying 
at once ripe scholarship, sound judg- 
ment, and conscientious care. An ex- 
cellent Introduction gives an account 
of the various forms assumed in Greek 
literature by the legend upon which 

* The Electra ' is founded, and institutes 
a comparison between it and the 

* Choephorae' of iEschylus. The text 
is mainly that of Dindorf. In th^ notes, 
whkh are admirably in every respect, 
is to be found exactly what is wanted, 
and yet they rather suggest and direct 
further inquiry than supersede exertion 
on the part of the student."— ^/A^- 
nawn. 

"The Introduction proves that Mr. 
Jebb is something more than a mere 
scholar, — a man of real taste and 
feeling. His criticism upon Schlegel's 
remarks on the Electra are, we believe, 
new, and certainly just. As we have 
often had occasion to say in this Review, 
it is impossible to pass any reliable 
criticism upon school-bcoks until they 
have been tested by experience. The 
notes, however, in this case appear to 
be clear and sensible, and direct at- 
tention to the points where attention is 
most n^cAedi.'*— Westminster Review. 

"We have no hesitation in saying 
that in style and manner Mr. Jebb|s 
notes are admirably suited for their 



puriMse. The explanations of eram- 
matical points are singularly lucid^ the 
parallel passages generally well chosen, 
the translations bright and graceful, 
the analysis of arguments terse and 
luminous. Mr. Jebb has clearly shown 
that he possesses some of the qualities 
most essential for a commentator." — 
spectator 

"The notes appear to us exactly 
suited to assist boys of the Upper 
Forms at Schools, and University 
students ; they give sufficient help 
without over-doing explanations. .... 
His critical remarks show acute and 
exact scholarship, and a very useful 
addition to ordinary notes is the scheme 
of metres in the choruses." — Guardian. 

"If, as we are fain to believe, the 
editors of the Catena Classicorum 
have got together such a pick of 
scholars as have no need to play their 
best card first, there is a bright promise 
of success to their series in the first 
sample of it which has come to hand 
—Mr. Jebb's ' Electra.* We have seen 
it suggested that it is unsafe to pro- 
nounce on the merits of a Greek Play 
edited for educational purposes until it 
has been tested in the nands of pupils 
and tutors. But our examination of the 
instalment of, we hope, a complete 
' Sophocles,' which Mr. Jebb has put 
forth, has assured us that this is a 
needless suspension of judgment, and 
prompted us to commit the justifiable 
rashness of pronouncing upon its con- 
tents, and of^asserting after due perusal 
that it is calculated to be admirably 
serviceable to every class of scholars 
and learners. And this assertion is 
based upon the fact that it is a by no 
means one-sided edition, and that it 
looks as with the hundred eyes of 
Argus, here, there, and every where, to 
keep the reader from straying. In a 
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concise and succinct style of English 
annotation, forming the best substitute 
for the time-honoured Latin notes which 
had so much to do with making good 
scholars in days of yore, Mr. Jebb 
keeps a steady eye for all questions of 
grammar, construction, scholarship, and 
philolo^, and handles these as they 
arise with a helpful and sufficient pre- 
cision. In matters of grammar and 
syntax his practice for the most part is 
to refer his reader to the proper section 
of Madvig*s * Manual of Greek Syn- 
tax :' nor does he ever waste s{>ace 
and time in explaining a construction, 
unless it be such an one as is not satis- 
factorily dealt with in the grammars 
of Madvig or Telf. Experience as a 

Eupil and a teacher has probably taught 
im the value of the wholesome task 
of huntinz out a grammar reference 
for oneself, instead of finding it, handy 
for slurring over, amidst the hundred 
and one pieces of information in a 
voluminous foot-note. But whenever 
there occurs any peculiarity of con- 
struction, which is hard to reconcile 



to the accepted usage, it is Mr. Jebb's 
generait practice to be ready at hand 
with manful assistance." — Contempo- 
rarv Review. 

"Mr. Jebb has produced a work 
which wnl be read with interest and 
profit by the most advanced scholar, 
as it contains, in a compact form, not 
only a careful summary of the labours 
of preceding editors, but also many 
acute and ingenious original remarks. 
We do not know whether the matter 
or the manner of this excellent com- 
mentary is deserving of the hieher 
praise : the skill with which Mr. Jebb 
has avoided, on the one hand, the 
wearisome prolixity of the Germans, 
and on the other the jejune brevity of 
the Porsonian critics, or the versatility 
which has enabled him in turn to 
elucidate the plots, to explain the 
verbal difficulties, and to illustrate the 
idioms of his author. All this, by a 
studious economy of space and a re- 
markable precision of expression, he 
has done for the 'Ajax' in a volume 
of some 200 pages.'' — A tkenentm. 



Mr, Simcox^s Juvcfial. 



"Of Mr. Simcox's 'Juvenal' we can 
only speak in terms of the highest com- 
mendation, as a simple, unpretending 
work, admirably adapted to the wants 
of the school-boy or of a college pass- 
man. It is clear, concise, and scru- 
pulously honest in shirking no real 
difficulty. The pointed epigrammatic 
hits of tne satirist are every where well 
brought out, and the notes really are 
what they profess to be, explanatory in 
the best sense of the term." — London 
Revttw. 

** This is a link in the Catena Clasn- 
corum to which the attention of our 
readers has been more than once di- 
rected as a good Series of Classical 
works for School and College purposes. 
The Introduction is a veiy compreheno 
sive and able account 01 Juvenal, his 



satires, and the manuscripts."— ./^//mt- 
meum.^ 

"This is a very orieinal and en- 
joyable Edition of one of our favourite 
classics." — spectator. • 

" Every class of readers— those who 
use Mr. Simcox as their sole inter- 
preter, and those who supplement 
larger editions by his concise matter 
— ^will alike find interest and careful 
research in his able Preface. This 
indeed we should call the great feature 
of his book. The^ three facts which 
sum up Juvenal's history so far as we 
know It are soon despatched ; but the 
internal evidence both as to the dates 
of his writing and publishing his Sa- 
tires, and as to his character as a 
writer, occupy some fifteen or twenty 
pages, which will repay methodical 
study." — Churchman. 
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Mr, Bigg's Thucydides. 



"Mr. Bigg m his 'Thucydides* 
prefixes an azudysis to each book, and 
4n admirable introduction to the whole 
wark» containing full information as to 
nil that is known or related of Thucy- 
<dides, and the date at which he^ wrote, 
followed by a very masterly critique on 
some of his characteristics as a writer." 

** Whue disclaiming absolute ori- 
ginality in his book, Mr. Bigg has so 
thoroughly digested the works of so 
many eminent predecessors in the same 
field, and is evidently on terms of such 
intiinacy with his author as perforce 
to inspire confidence. A well-pondered 
and well- written introduction has formed 
a part of each link in the 'Catena' 
hitherto published, and Mr. Bigg, in 
addition to a general introduction, 
has given us an essay on 'Some Cha- 
lacteristics of Thucydides,' which no 
one can read without being impressed 



with the leamingand judgment brought 
to bear on the subject." — Siattdard. 

" We need hardly say that these 
books are carefully edited: the reputa- 
tion of the editor is an assurance on 
this point. If the rest of the history is 
edited with equal care, it must become 
the standard book for school and 
college purposes." — John Bull. 

"Mr. Bigg first discusses the facts 
of the life of Thucydides, -then passes 
to an examination into the date at 
which Thucydides wrote ; and in the 
third section expatiates on some cha- 
racteristics of Thucydides. These 
essays are remarkably well written, 
are judicious in their opinions, and 
are calculated to give the sttident much 
insight into^ the work of Thucydides, 
and Its relation to his own times, and to 
the works of subsequent historians." — 
Museum. 



Mr. Heslofs Demostheties. 



** The usual introduction has in this 
case been dispensed with. The reader 
is referred to the works of Grote and 
Thirlwall for informatioa on such 
points of history as arise out of these 
nmotts orations, and on points of 
critical scholarship to 'Madviff's 
Gtanunar,' where that is available, 
"Mib copious acknowledgments are 
made to those commentators on whose 
wm^ Mr. Hcslop has based his own. 
Mr. Heslop's editions are» however, 
no mere compilations. ^ That the points 
requirid in an oratoricai style differ 
materially from those in an historical 
style, will scaxcely be qucstioaed, and 
swcordingly we find that Mr. Heslop 
has given special care to those cha- 
racterisdcs of style as well as of lan> 
Mage, iriuch constitutb Demosthenes 
the very first of clasric orators." — 
Standard. 



'I We must csdl attention to^ New 
Editions of various classics, in the 
excellent ' Catena Classicorum' series. 
The reputationand high standing of the 
editors are the best guarantees for the 
accuracy and scholarship of the notes." 
'^Westminater Review. 

" The notes are thoroughly good, so 
far as they go. Mr. HesTop has care- 
fully digested the best foreign com- 
mentaries, and his notes arc for the most 
part judicious extracts from them."'- 
Muteum. 

"The annotations are scarcely less to 
be commended for the exclusion of 
superfluous matter tlum for the excel* 
lence of what is supplied. Well-known 
works are not quoted,^ but simply re- 
ferred to, and imwmation which ouj^t 
to have bee^i previously acquired, is 
omitted."— ^iSMMurwrn. 
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CA TEN A CLASSICOR UM-^Opinions 9/ the Press. 
Mr, GreerCs Aristophanes. 



"The Editors of this Series have 
undertaken the task of issuing texts 
«f all the authors commonly read, and 
illustrating th«Ri with an English Com- 
mentary, compendious as well as clear. 
If the future volumes fulfil the promise 
of the Prospectus as well as those 
already pubhshed, the result will be 
a very valuable work. The excellence 
of the print, and the care and pains 
bestowed upon the general gettink up, 
form a marked contrast to the school- 
books of our own day. Who does 
not remember the miserable German 
editions of classical authors in paper 
covers, execrably printed on detestable 
paper, which were thought amply good 
enough for the school-boys of the last 
generation? A greater contrast to 
these can hardly be imagined than is 
presented by the Catena Classicorttm. 
Kor is the improvement only external : 
the careful revision of the text, and 
the notes, not too len^hy and con- 
fused, but well and judiciously selected, 
which are to be found in every PSLge, 
add considerably to the value of this 
Edition, which wc may safely predict 
will soon be an established mvourite, 
not only among Schoolmasters, but 
at the Universities. The volume before 
us contains the first part of an Edition 
of Aristophanes which comprises the 
Achamians and the Knights, the one 
first in order, and the other the most 
famous of the plays of the great Athe- 
nian Satirist.** — Churchman. 

"The utmost care has been taken 
with this Edition of the most sarcastic 
and clever of the old Greek dramatists, 
facilitating the means of understanding 
both the text and intention of that 
biting sarcasm which will never lose 
either point or interest, and is as well 
adapted to the present age as it was 
to the times when first put forward." — 
Beirs Weekly Messenger. 

"The advantages conferred on the 
learner by these compendious aids can 
only be properly estimated by those 
who had experience of the mode of 
study years ago. The translated pas- 
rages and the notes, while aofBoent 



to assist the willing learner, cannot be 
regarded in any sense as a cram." — 
Clerical Journal. 

" Mr. Green has discharged his part 
of Uie work with uncommon skill and 
ability. The notes show a thoroi^h 
study of the two Plays, an independpK 
judgment in the inteipretation of itut 
poet, and a wealth of illustration, from 
which the Editor draws whenever it is 
necessary. ^ -^Museum. 

" Mr. Green presumes the existence 
of a fair amount of scholarship in all 
who read Aristophanes, as a study of 
his worics generally succeeds to some 
considerable knowledge of the tragic 
poets. The notes he has appended are 
therefore brief, perhaps a little too brief. 
We should say the tendency of most 
modem editors is rather the other way ; 
but Mr. Green no doubt knows the 
class for which he writes, and has been 
careful to supply their wants." — Spec- 
tator. 

"Mr. Green's admirable Introduction 
to *The Clouds' of the celebrated 
comic poet deserves a careful perusal, 
as it contains an accurate analysis and 
many original comments on this re- 
markable play. The text is prefaced 
by a table of readings of Dindorf and 
Meineke, which \nllhe of great service 
to students who wish to indulge in 
verbal criticism. The notesare copious 
and lucid, and the volume will be found 
useful for school and college pmposes, 
and admirably adapted for private 
reading. " — Examiner. 

"Mr. Green furnishes an excellent 
Introduction to *The Clouds' of 
Aristophanes, exi>Iaining the circum- 
stances imder which it was produced, 
and ably discussing the probahle object 
of the author in writing it, which he 
considers to have been to pur down 
the Sophists, a class whom Aristo- 
phanes^ought dangerous to the morals 
of the community, and therefore ca- 
ricatured in the person of Socrates. — 
not tmnaturally, though irreverently, 
choosing him as their representative." 
— Athenttum. 
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CATENA CLASSICORUM. 
Che following Parts are in course of preparation:— 

PLATONIS PHAEDO, 
Edited by Alfred Barry, D.D. late Fellow of TriBity College, 
Cambridge, Principal of King's College, London. 

DEMOSTHENIS ORATIONES PUBLICAE, 
Edited by G. H. Heslop, M.A. late Fellow and Assistant Tutor 
of Queen's College, Oxford. Head Master of St. Bees. 

[Part III. De FalsS Legatione. 

MARTIALIS EPIGRAMMATA, 
Edited by George Butler, M. A. Principal of Liverpool College ; 
late Fellow of Exeter College, Oxford. 

DEMOSTHENIS ORATIONES PRIVATAE, 
Edited by Arthur Holmes, M.A. Fellow and Lecturer of Clare 
College, Cambridge. [Part I. De Coronsl. 

HOMERI ILIAS, 
Edited by S. H. Reynolds, M.A. Fellow and Tutor of Brasenose 
College, Oxford. [Vol. I. Books I. to XII. 

HORATI OPERA, 
Edited by J. M. Marshall, M.A. Fellow and late Lecturer of 
Brasenose College, Oxford. One of the Masters in Clifton 
Coll^ie. 

TERENTI COMOEDIAE, 
Edited by T. L. Papillon, M.A. Fellow and Classical Lecturer of 
Merton College, Oxford. 

HERODOTI HISTORIA, 
Edited by H. G. Woods, M.A. Fellow and Tutor of Trinity 
College, Oxford. 

TACITI HISTORIAE, 
Edited by W. H. SiMCOX, M.A. Fellow and Lecturer of Queen's 
College, Oxford. 
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